Columbia’s Historic

harp Enc

By Rudi Keller

'.he-'-_Shs]'H)__"Ehd business
district was a <lty ‘within. as ¢ty =S fors:Columbla’s _black
community, Stretching from-Fifth: o Slxth: stregts on’ both
sides’ of Walnut Street, Sharp.End was &  robust: business
center with black-owned restaurants; - meeting halls. barker
shops, bars and morée. In Ita-prime, :it was broadly known
as the cultural heart of the black communlty. which included
churches. schools, homes and social clubs. Sharp Emd wos
all busingss; children were not allowed there without parental
supervision until they turned 18. Entering Sharp End without
an adult was considered a rite of passage. Sharp End wus o
destination for visltors and the place for black aduolts to
work, dine and soclalizé. It was demollshed during urban
renewal, which suddenly and dramatically removed the nucleus
of this self-contained black business community.
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Sharp End recognition is long overdue

BY VICKI RUSSELL

uch of the history of Colum-
bia's black community has
been told in bits and pieces.

Sometimes the greater community
learns about it because an individual,
such as Blind Boone, is recognized and
remembered. Other times, we learn
about it through the lens of a specific
event.

Sharp End is one of those pieces of history — a signif-
icant one because, for a period of more than 40 years, it
was the nucleus of the black business community and
the focus of stories, traditions and legends remembered
vividly to this day.

All of us have similar touchstones no matter where we
grew up. Lifelong white Columbia residents, for exam-
ple, talk about their memories of and adventures at the
original Jack’s Coronado, Breisch’s Restaurant and Corn’s
Lake. For blacks, Sharp End was all that and more.

Although it was but one block long on Walnut and sur-
rounded by several other black-owned businesses and
neighborhoods, it was a destination in its own right. It
provided jobs, diversions and a social network. If you
were black, it was where you went for a night out, to
catch a cab, get a haircut and hear the latest news or
gossip.

Descendants of business owners fondly remember the
strict rules about Sharp End as they were growing up. It
was “not for kids,” they explain. “It was for business.”
Children younger than 16 were not allowed in Sharp End
without an adult companion. Kids who needed to get to
the opposite side of Sharp End had to walk around the
block.

One family member tells the story of his passport into

a Sharp End business after he turned 18.
He took a note from his mother to verify
he was old enough, but even that wasn't
quite adequate. The business owner
called his mom to ensure the note was
legitimate.

Young blacks yearned for the day when
they, too, could patronize Sharp End
businesses. For some, that day never
came. Just before they reached the right
age, Sharp End was gone. Its demolition, a result of
urban renewal, seemed to take an instant in comparison
to the decades required for it to reach its heyday.

Since then, the memories of Sharp End have been kept
alive in church and social groups, where blacks have
collected photographs, stories, lists of businesses and
names of owners. The recognition of Sharp End has been
an elusive but intensely important dream.

The success of any new community event depends on
lots of elbow grease and a little magic. Such has been the
case for the Sharp End Heritage Committee, which
quickly gelled into a team determined to make a dream
come true. Once the plan was outlined, however, we
knew we needed the help of the greater community to
achieve the goals.

And that’s where the magic occurred. On behalf of the
Sharp End Heritage Committee, I salute the businesses
and institutions that agreed to help underwrite costs of
the Sharp End recognition plan through event sponsor-
ships and advertisements in this publication. Each of
them not only agreed to support the effort financially,
but they did so enthusiastically, welcoming the chance
to ensure that Sharp End has its rightful place not just in
black history but in community history.

Vicki Russell is Tribune publisher.
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Born of necessity, Sharp End
provided the kinds of services oth-
erwise closed to blacks by legal
and cultural segregation. For more
than 50 years, from about 1910 to
1961, the barbershops, restaurants
and taverns supported families,
growing in numbers as blacks
moved into the city from rural
parts of Boone County.

“For me, when I became old
enough, itseemed to me that it was
at its peak,” said Larry Monroe, 77,
whose mother, Vitilla Monroe, ran
Aunt Vi’s Café when Sharp End was
demolished in 1961 as part of an
urban renewal program. “It was
vibrant, businesses were flourish-
ing, relationships were great, and
people were getting along.”

Monroe is one of 13 members of

the Sharp End Heritage Commit-
tee, a group working to record the
history of the now-vanished busi-
ness district from Fifth Street to
Sixth Street. The Tribune, in sup-
port of that effort, researched the
land, the businesses and the peo-
ple, as well as the social and eco-
nomic conditions, that created
Sharp End.

One of the most vexing ques-
tions has been the origin of the
name. There are tantalizing clues,
but none is definitive.

One came from a 1938 master’s
thesis by Wilbur East, who wrote
that St, Luke's church was built “at
the corner of Fifth and an
unnamed street. Sometimes this
street is called Sharp Avenue.”

It was not really a street, he

Courtesy State Historical Society of Missouri
This view of Sharp End, from the northwest corner of Fifth and Walnut streets and photographed sometime in the late 1950s,
shows the two-story brick building constructed about 1910 that was the oldest commercial structure on Sharp End.

Commerce shaped a community on Sharp End

he American Dream, James Truslow Adams wrote when he popularized the phrase in

1931, was about more than achieving material prosperity.

It was, he wrote, a belief that “life should be better and richer and fuller,” with equal
opportunity for achievement.
Americans have wandered, in migrations large and small, in search of that dream. On Walnut
Street, in a place called Sharp End, many black Columbians found what they were looking for.

wrote, but a north-south alley east
of Fifth Street. The thesis, however,
makes several errors about St.
Luke's, including dating construc-
tion of the church 11 years too late,
The alley is not shown on any map.

An alternative explanation for
the name is that it was a place to
dress well. The taverns stayed
open late on weekends, as did
some of the restaurants, and it was
an era when women wore dresses
and men wore suits and ties when
going out.

A third possibility is it was a dan-
gerous place where women and
children were not allowed without
escort and men were ready for
trouble. “They carried knives and
razors, they carried switchblade
knives,” said Sehon Williams, 92,

A 1930 census taker called sec-
ond-floor apartments on the south
side of Walnut the “Sharp End
Flats.” But it is likely he was adopt-
ing the name to the dwellings, not
recording a formal name.

Wherever the name came from,
itwas in common use by 1917. The
Columbia Missourian reported
May 14, 1917, that John Tuttle had
heen fined $500 for bootlegging
and that Police Chief J.L. White-
sides arrested Tuttle “at Fifth and
Walnut Streets, known to its fre-
quenters as ‘Sharp End.””

|

The 1910 census reported that,
for the first time, more than half of
Boone County’s blacks lived within

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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A CHANGING DEMOGRAPHIC

The black population of Boone County fell during the first half of the
20th century as people moved into the city and out of the area. Since
1950, black growth rates have exceeded that for whites.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

the city limits of Columbia. A grad-
ual but accelerating shift, begun
during the Civil War, had increased
the black population of 541 black
residents in the city to more than
2,200. In the same period, the total
black population of the county,
including Columbia, fell by almost
one-fifth.

As they moved from the coun-
tryside, blacks became increasing-
ly crowded into less desirable areas
of the city, along Flat Branch Creek,
on Cemetery Hill, near the Wabash
Railroad and in small homes in the
Ilinois and Indiana avenues area.

“The concentration of a large
number of African-Americans in a
very narrowly defined geographic
area was true all over Missouri,”
said Gary Kremer, executive direc-
tor of the State Historical Society
of Missouri and a scholar of Afri-
can-American history in the state.

The migration created the need
for businesses to serve the growing
COmIMunity.

One of the first in the area close
to Sharp End was a lunch counter
at 508 E. Ash St., now the post office
loading area. A man named Perry
Bones, according to the 1910 cen-
sus, or Perry Bowen, according to a
1909 city directory, ran a lunch
counter out of the home he owned
free of mortgage. Bones' or Bawen's
wife was named Gilla, according to
the census.

The racial caste structure of
Columbia, which differed little
from that found in the rest of the
state, drew sharp distinctions
between what was allowed and
what was not.

“If your wife went downtown to
buy a hat, she had to let the store
clerk try it on. She couldn't try it
on,” Williams said. “And if she
bought a dress, she just had to take
it home, because if a black woman
put a dress on it was used goods.”

The separation persisted until
barriers were broken down by
court rulings and protests that
integrated schools, employment
opportunity and public accom-
modations.

“Columbia when I grew up — 1
started college in 1951 — Colum-
bia was a very highly segregated
community,” former Mayor Dar-
win Hindman said.

His only interaction with blacks,
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Hindman said, was with the
woman who cleaned his family's
home twice a week and the man
who maintained the landscaping
for several families.

Segregation included geograph-
ic boundaries that were invisible
to whites but made clear almost
daily to blacks.

“Columbia used to be a place
where Columbia ended for black
people at Broadway,” said Barbra
Horrell.

|

The first commercial building
on Sharp End was constructed
about 1910 on the southeast cor-
ner of Fifth and Walnut streets. A
two-story brick structure, it had
storefronts at street level and
apartments upstairs.

Preston Carter, who listed his
occupation as an expressman
making $2 a week in a 1901 “Social
and Economic Census of the Col-
ored Population of Columbia Mis-
souri,” opened a pool hall.

A few doors east, Robert Rum-
mans opened a barber shop. In the
1920s, the location would become
the Phillips & Williams Barber
Shop, which it would remain unl
the building was demolished.

Four other storefronts were
vacant, but it was not long before
they held a restaurant, a taxi com-
pany and other businesses. It was

Source: S, Census Bureau

a natural business location, close
to black homes, churches and
Douglass School.

In 1909, under the leadership of
the Rev. Beriah McCain, the con-
gregation of St. Luke Methodist
Episcopal Church had constructed
a new stone chapel across Walnut
Street. The property just east of the
church — the “Blue Row” of tene-
ment apartments, home to 27 peo-
ple in 1910 — came down in about
1925.

A new two-story brick building,
with storefronts on Walnut Street
and an Elks Hall for Turner Lodge
370, replaced it. The final addition
to Sharp End came in 1931, with
the opening of the Arcade Building
on the south side of Walnut. It
became home to such businesses
as Brown'’s Place, operated by Vic-
tor Brown, the Elite Café owned by
Robert and Edna Harris, and the
pool hall run by Alton Patton, also
known as “Mr. Heavy Patton.”

“Columbia had thriving minori-
ty businesses, self-reliant people
who went to work every day and
made it happen,” said Jim Whitt,
chairman of the Sharp End Heri-
tage Committee. “Against all odds,
whatever they had to deal with,
they stayed in business, and they
serviced the community, and they
provided jobs."

Because of the nature of many

businesses — pool halls and tav-_
erns among restaurants and barber
shops — Sharp End was a place for
adults to do business. There was a
strict code on Sharp End: no chil-
dren and no unescorted women.

When Larry Monroe needed a
haircut as a child, his father took
him to a barber shop on Fifth
Street. “I would get my hair cut,
and he would see a friend of his
over on Sharp End on Walnut
there, and he would set me on the
steps of the church, and then he
would go over and see what his
friend wanted,” he said.

Boys could play pool after they
turned 16, if their parents gave per-
mission, but young girls could nat
enter the pool hall. Mary Patton
Nelson, whose father “Mr. Heavy
Patton” operated the Arcade Pool
Hall, had to send in word to her
father if she wanted to talk to him.

“He would come out and say
‘What do you want?’ I'd say T am
going to the show, I just wanted to
see you,' " she recalled. “And he
would say, 'OK, you've seen me.
Now go on to the show." *

Sharp End, while an important
part of black Columbia, should be
kept in perspective, Sehon Wil-
liams said. When he played jazz in
the Green Tree Tavern as a teenag-
er, “the place would be pretty well
crowded. But one misconception
that people have. They seem to
think that, I don’t know how you
figure it, that Sharp End was the
black community, but it wasn't —
80 percent of the people didn't
even go on Sharp End.”

Sharp End was demolished
when the Land Clearance for
Redevelopment Authority includ-
ed it in the 126-acre Douglass
School Urban Renewal Area. Most
of the businesses did not survive,
although an attempt was made to
relocate them to eight small spac-
es along Ash Street that became
known as The Strip.The important
thing to remember about Sharp
End, Monroe said, was its visibility.

“It was a saddened thing for me,
to hear they had torn it down,
because it was for me one of our
identifying marks,” said Monroe,
who was in Germany in the Army
when his mother lost her business.
“See, when urban renewal came
through, it just wiped out every-
thing identifying the black man in
Columbia except the churches.”



", 8 www.columbiatibune.com COLUMBIA DAILY TRIBUNE Wednesday, May 20, 2015

._..I. i3

" TH

° '-_"""_'_"""‘".'-‘;'L i s s e

-—#l m?e.:_lﬁir In agvm

B T

E PROFESSIi“

i

f‘l.mmm lllﬁ'ﬂ!'ﬂﬁ

ll lht Beet &:Hmﬂnl el Mt
- Bqnippnl Hdtstlon of It

Kind Werl of the thvlmrl kot

Rlivar, -

—— e
" —— -
.

Litanls Il'l.ﬂni-:ta. o Stage
Normal)'st deffervon City npened
- this year undar very Mfll'uﬂ“l
clrenpsctanots, .

Al \be-regular awsling u-t the
' Bosrd of quuh dinfume teet
Prof. L. B Pogt of Lavgaeg,
_Qklabomn, wan - eletdl o, U
pmhh-ucr ul lluv testittion, b

s the

_aed it fudan §
nﬂip.wu-lmwn thrav »-
Ill L]
ni‘frnﬁulm fere e teallag
timg a fvw evuge
«r‘.linnn.m,..;.rm;,fn [
of 1y ebpiey sodlipettn . 2,
windua~iti g sith pla
tel] o gl Iln& e
(LALLEPIERTS, =1 A S
:.ﬂ‘}?i B wet T wEuat p e

T ""'ﬂ‘i' wrmm‘
'i? -] Mlllh ﬁm lmlu ol

“"Thire iq. . L-urfum I-ul M-rluL
oxy in the Delnt cuequbam: bate of
fultiag pice, -|u|!lgw:hl!fﬂnlhc :
P &l wti i vy, pnstitigne |
the New 'trlenes Fimia. AT T
i sheloucty Yo [

Fhe hitical st
-1
I wa, e l" "

o i o

K- aiy Jllttlrllwll 2

lﬂ]!ﬂﬂml‘ﬁi L N atte Weslrar ), bl

ria
o

vuld

1 ll
ua

b
1Jul ﬂ
Tas

';u.ms

o B

NAL" WOR_E‘D

hidm- Novemher- 1, l'“n

- ..-u...__
< ovun, -

S Xa, ! \fo. I._

T

- —

Mroni the Wiseotirt Workl's '
) t‘m’ﬂ.ﬂup,an. .

ﬂ” +
 Misponry flm‘nlmrcmmn
LY )
. |||muﬂ?nnﬂ —
i Lot T il TUN
T the Feoworns aned Mriit iimverr ull
Kromavi o
Oy I.ep.ida‘.’cw s provrlen vary
13w+l fon A {resatatiin ol the re

“httres atah NOEU 18 onr greaTg”

el at thee ooy, Windhs Faip, am!
it Iy the injeniion & thiv Cataenbeinti
{ohat our Syeivuinaas! e play o seavel
tonose. Vo acromydnl hin u¢ Mo

CTER CARMERA

"Yllb —

[y T p——————

LOCATIONS WHERE

rlmmn! D31 Tearbeter Are at Hoaenl

- Fheaignily h!i-wtl

lbqﬁwnot tha ?mlm: ary Locwved

¢ i gw Jasik Mex Hobey of v ol ]

o epteth m!l-gn /] mmm b Werld

L Ny Kl B Yoy, ar RO '-.m
oF Litoatn lagii'nts be foxik fug my JOF

, furwon Sty

"LOCAL AND PRASONAL.

Sie B, Avvinston Gramd 1 oo
ita whvk Nim, .

elumbis i+ wobeky in l:imi of
1 u'wlu Fl.ml-.'r:

Pl Jdn Vayen of Hrunes
wirk wan in Culumids aliul'llli
F W VirbMhe irmqnl
wehoot ar 48 nyge K. R It‘\"l’ﬂ

Matwr diemprir Calimell s

Brirt, Jen L, Phae nrmmw ef ”I“""‘ o wleal qf Fiakt ul'il-r

o 1Lteenln It-m:un-'lo Upathing < 1

Wiar Poulin K W1t nflllivl. o
g wh Winterm snttipm 1 b ml-llg in
[LLLR. Lol )

Mtad Badp Ilql-n Al Muiun, 49 ul "Nl' I'

: wity,

Mite Lo+ D berfigldan 4 2 it
Inr o Ahe e £ el ol l,ua'“!n
sl i nllw

Atens xmmi Ise

The L|brary of Congress

The Professional World, a newspaper targeting a black audience, debuted on Nov. 1, 1907, under the direction of editor Rufus
Logan. It would be published for almost 20 years, but complete volumes survive only for the first two years. Read the Professional
World online at the Library of Congress’s Chronicling America page.
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1t Nov. 15, 1901, editor Rufus Logan lamented the lack
of opportunity for black residents of Columbia in the
third edition of his newspaper, The Professional World.

“The population of Columbia is 50 percent negroes without
a single negro business house,” Logan wrote. “A joint stock
company well organized and properly managed should prove
to be quite a profitable enterprise for Columbia negroes. All
that is necessary is for some good energetic man to take the
initiative in founding such a project.”

The 1900 census found 1,916 blacks living in the city, about
34 percent of the population, not 50 percent as Logan reported.
The area that would become known as Sharp End, site today of
the Columbia Post Office and a parking garage, was a residen-
tial area populated by aimost 100 people.

5,601

Number of pecple residing

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

1,916

Number of black residents
in Columbia In 1900
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

On the north side, a brick church
at Fifth and Walnut streets housed
the Methodist Episcopal Church
congregation, today known as St.
Luke United Methodist Church, It
is uncertain from available records
whether the name was in use at the
time. The Professional World, in
1903, listed the church only by its
denomination.

Next door, a wood-frame build-
ing known as the “Blue Row" was
home to 22 people.

On the south side of Walnut
Street, the three original town lots,
142.5 feet by 80 feet, oriented
north-south, were replatted in
1899 by H.H. Hill as six east-west
lots. Five brick houses were con-
structed, three facing Sixth Street
and two facing Fifth Sueet.

At 10 N. Fifth St., physician John
Taylor, 39, lived with his wife, Car-
rie, 38, in one of those new houses.
Charles Sutton, 32, a boarder,
worked as a porter in a barber-
shop. Next doar at 12 N. Fifth St,,
Steve Harris, a porter for the
Wabash Railroad, lived with his
wife, Maggie.

On the north side of Walnut,
teacher John Bannister, 44, lived at
115 N. Sixth St. with his wife,
Mamie, 26, and their daughter
Mamie, 13, and step-daughter
Bertha Freeman, 7. Next door, Sal-
lie Gordon, 49, was a widow who
worked as a wash woman and
could neither read nor write.

Her three sons, Clay, 21, Dan,
19, and Sam, 10, lived with her.
Clay Gordon and Dan Gordon
worked as laborers, while Sam
Gordon attended school.

“One of the things that made
the segregated communities so
strong was because there were
people from all walks of life in
them as a consequence of segrega-
tion, so you had doctors and law-
yers and teachers and preachers
living in the same neighborhood
with common laborers and so
forth,” said Gary Kremer, executive
director of the State Historical
Society of Missouri and a scholar
of black history in the state.

Logan'’s Professional World was
one example of the growing size
and sophistication of Columbia’s
black population. “The columns of
the Professional World will be
open to all for the discussion of all

Rudi Keller/Tribune

Bill Thompson, left, of the Columbia Parks and Recreation Department points out items on the
1901 Social and Economic Census to Cheryl Wright.

subjects pertaining to the educa-
tion and elevation of the negro,”
Logan wrote in his first edition.
“The Professional World will
doubtless come as a surprise (o
our many friends. Nevertheless we
hope it will be made a welcome
vigitor and will receive an invita-
tion to come every week.”

White business owners, to sort
out the new residents, commis-
sioned a “Social and Economic
Census of the Colored Population
of Columbia Missouri” in 1901.

Pinckney Kelly, 30, in 1900, was
a self-employed barber earning
$10 a week, He lived with his wife,
Maggie, Benjamin Marshall, who
was listed in the federal census as
a houseboy, and Albert Whiteside,
who earned $1.65 a day as a rail-
road laborer. Kelly owned a three-
room home worth $250, furniture
worth $50 and two pigs.

The city economic census listed
him as “unreliable.”

Several prominent Columbia
blacks were not included. No sheet
was prepared for John Lange Jr., a
contractor and son of John Lange,
a butcher who moved to Columbia
in 1850. Pianist J.W. Blind Boone,
known nationally for his talent,
was also missing from the record.

So was Annie Fisher, who was
beginning to make herself known
as a caterer and who had, by 1900,
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The creditworthiness of black households was rated in 1901
surveys of income, home ownership and expenses. The left sheet
was for Robert Rummans, the first barber on Sharp End. The
right was for Pinckney “Pink” Kelly, a longtime Sharp End barber.

purchased a house at Seventh
Street and Park Avenue worth $325.

The black population continued
to expand in the first decade of the
new century, and the city grew as
well. Annexation in 1906 more
than doubled the size of Colum-
bia, which had existed within stat-
ic borders since 1849. The west
boundary moved from Edgewood
Avenue to West Boulevard. The
north boundary shifted from Wor-
ley and Rogers streets to include
what is now Business Loop 70. To
the east, the new city limits

extended to what is now Keene
Street. Previously, the east city
limit had been William Street.

Change was coming on Sharp
End as well. On the north side, St.
Luke began rebuilding its church
in 1909, constructing a stone edi-
fice with entrances on Fifth Street
and Walnut Street.

On the south side, a new brick
commercial building was going up.
Designed with seven store fronts, it
included apartments on the sec-
ond floor. When the decade closed,
all that it needed was tenants.
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Frederick Douglass School, seen in a circa-1910 photo, was built in 1885 for up to 300 black children. In 1916, the Columbia Board
of Education issued bonds to demolish the structure and erect the building now at Providence Road and Park Avenue.
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In the second decade, outside
pressures of war and the emer-
gence of the white supremacist Ku
Klux Klan as a national force shift-
ed that pattern. The black popula-
tion of the county continued to
decline. Between 1910 and 1920,
for the first time since the census
began counting the city separately,
the black population of Columbia
also waned.,

The businesses that came first
took care of black residents’ per-
sonal needs with services that
could not be obtained elsewhere
in Columbia. Some blacks had
begun developing food service for
blacks before George Scott hired
his widowed mother as the cook
for his new restaurant, but the ser-
vice had been provided out of pri-
vate homes,

Similar districts were growing
up across Missouri, Gary Kremer,
executive director of the State His-
torical Society of Missouri, said.
Kremer, a scholar of Missouri
black history, said the segregated
conditions pushed blacks together
and created a demand that, in
Columbia, would be met on Sharp
End.

“Those service industries,
restaurants, bars, barbershaps,
pool halls ... catered to an entirely
African American community,”
Kremer said. “They were located in
the very heart of the black com-
munity, a centralized location with
the black community surrounding
them in walking distance of all
those businesses.”

Scott was 24 and living with his
parents, Charles and Annie Scott,
at 15 N. Sixth St. when the 1910
census was taken, His father was a
laborer, and his mother a boarding
house proprietor. Scott was a por-
ter in a grocery store, and his
brother Andrew Scott, 25, was a
teamster for Boone County Lum-

ber Co. His three other siblings,
Henry, 22, Lola, 18, and Emma, 17,
were not employed.

George Scott’s father died
during the decade, and by 1920 he
was the head of the household at
15 N. Sixth St., sharing the home
with his mother and his wife,
28-year-old Elizabeth.

Robert Rummans, 41 when the
1910 census was taken, was a vet-
eran barber when he opened his
shop. The 1901 econormic census
of Columbia blacks - a credit rat-
ing system for each black family -
listed his income as $9 for a six-
day work week as a barber to sup-
port his wife, Tessie, 38, and their
son Leon while living with his
mother-in-law, Margaret Chap-
man, at 201 N. Tenth St.

The 1915 directory, which lists
Rummans in Sharp End for the
first time, also lists his address as
403 N. Fifth St., where he and his
wife would live until his death in
the 1930s.

The details gleaned from the
1910 census portray the differenc-
es in the working conditions of
blacks compared to whites. The
Crisis, the NAACP's national publi-
cation, reported in 1915 that 84.7
percent of black males and 54.7
percent of black females ages 10
and older were gainfully employed.

The comparable figures for the
white population were 77.9 per-
cent for men and 19.2 percent for
women.

Sharp End remained a primarily
residential area during the second
decade of the century. The blocks
now used for the post office and
parking garage were home (o near-
ly 100 people. The “Blue Row,” old
wood-frame tenements on the
north side of Walnut Street, was
home to 27 people ranging in age
from 7 to 67 in 1910.

Only four older than 10 were not
working, with the oldest, Alex
Gray, 67, toiling as a laborer. Seven

SHARP END BUSINESSES 1910-1919

500 Walnut—Scott’s Restaurant: Operated by George
Scott, who resided with his wife, Elizabeth, and mother,

Annie Scott, at 15 N. Sixth St.

500/502 Walnut - Carter Pool Hall: Operated by Preston
Carter, who resided with his wife, Amelia, at 403 Oak St.

501 Walnut = Methodist Episcopal Church (St. Luke):
Pastors during this period include Beriah McCain, H.
Thomas Reeves and Daniel J. Mitchell,

506 Walnut—Barbershop. Operated by Robert Rummans,
who resided with his wife, Tessie, at 403 N. Fifth St.

Sources: City directories, U.S. Census Bureau

men listed their occupations as
laborer, and 11 of those employed
were working in private homes.
The youngest workers were Ever-
line Snell, 10, a cook in a private
home, Douglass Scott, 15, a hotel
dishwasher, and George Shanks,
also 15, a servant in a private
home.

Snell reported attending school
for at least part of the time since
Sept. 1, 1909, while Scott and
Shanks did not. They were among
three of eight children 16 or young-
er, including one age 7, who did
not go to school.

In 1910, black children in
Columbia attended 25-year-old
Douglass School, built to accom-
modate about 300 students. With
almost 1,000 more black residents
to serve than in the 1880s, in 1916
the Columbia Board of Education
won approval for a bond issue to
replace the aging school.

A two-story school, with 15
rooms and a library, was con-
structed on the same lot where the
old school stood at Third Street
and Park Avenue. It would remain
the home of black education in
Columbia for the next 45 years.

Preston Carter and his wife,
Amelia, were the oldest of the pio-
neer entrepreneurs on Sharp End.
Carter served 18 months in the
Missouri State Penitentiary for

burglary from 1896 to 1897 and
was listed in the 1900 census as a
transfer company driver living in
rented quarters at 610 N. Seventh
St. He was 30 at the time, and Ame-
lia, who reported she could neither
read nor write, was 31.

On the 1920 census, Carfer was
listed as 59 and Amelia 41, and
they owned their home at 403 Oak
St

What became known as the
Great Migration was also reported
for the first time on the 1920 cen-
sus. Nationally, about 500,000
blacks had moved from rural areas,
mostly in the South, to industrial
cities of the North. The lure of jobs
to fill war orders for Europe after
1914, the demand for manpower
that enlisted 350,000 black men in
the armed forces and fear helped
drive the movement.

In Missouri, the black popula-
tion of St. Louis and Kansas City
grew by 33,000, while the overall
black population of the state grew
by fewer than 21,000. The black
population of Columbia fell by
327, and blacks made up less than
20 percent of the city population
for the first time.

That did not slow the develop-
ment of Sharp End in the coming
decade, as new businesses moved
in and new construction expand-
ed opportunites.

7

Q0ith special thanks to...

Mary Beth Brown, Bill Thompson, the staff of the State Historical Society
of Missouri and members of the Sharp End Heritage Committee

for their assistance in researching information
for this publication.
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Don Shrubshell/Tribune
Sehon Williams, 92, talks about the Sharp End neighborhood of Columbia where he once played the trumpet with other band
members at the Green Tree Tavern.
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Both men were about 30 when
they formed their partnership.
Williams, born in 1895, grew up in
town where his father, Curtis Wil-
liams, was a coachman and a jani-
tor in a shoe factory. Phillips was
born in 1894 near Rocheport to
George and Martha Phillips.

When the decade opened, Wil-
liams was living with his parents at
400 Hickman Ave., working as a
janitor at a fraternity. The 1920
census does not record Phillips or

his family, By 1930, Phillips was
able to marry Gertrude Phillips
and move to 113 W. Worley St. She
worked as a cook in a café.

Phillips & Williams barber shap
moved into space used by George
D. Washington for part of the
decade. Washington used the shap
as his home address for the city
directory.

It was a time of growth on Sharp
End, with new construction on the
north side of Walnut Street, and
new businesses filling those con-
structed a decade earlier.
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PROUD TO BE A MINORITY OWNED BUSINESS

On the north side of Walnut, on
land owned by white farmer John
M. Herndon, a two-story brick
building offered commercial and
residential space.

There were 16 small apartments
and an open second floor used by
Elks Turner Lodge 370. City direc-
tories published in 1923 and 1925
document the arrival of the build-
ing and the new businesses.

Maggie Brown opened the
Dreamland Café. Charles and Paul
Givens opened a tailor shop.

It was becoming an adult space
where children or women were
not allowed except for specific rea-
sons, Williams recalled.

“I went there to get a haircut
from a little kid on up,” he said. “But
generally, kids was not allowed.
They wouldn't even let kids pass
through there going downtown.”

Williams was born in 1922, the
second son of Sehon Williams Sr.
and Effie Williams. The family
rented a home at 3 W. Lyon St. for
59 per month. His father was the
chauffer for James Wood, presi-
dent of Stephens College.

Pinckney “Pink” Kelly cut Wil-

liams' hair every other Friday until
he graduated from Douglass’
School, Williams said.

“He was short, bald-headed
man, very nice," Williams said.

Prohibition in the 1920s meant
alcohol was underground. “You
had, in most communities, what
was known as bootleggers,” said
Larry Monroe, who worked in
Phillips & Williams Barber Shap in
the final years of Sharp End.

Asked who would go to Sharp
End, Williams answered: “People
that liked to drink. Drink and
shoot pool. If you liked to drink,
you go on Sharp End.”

From the men who had worked
in the barber shop, including Her-
bert Phillips, Monroe heard the
stories of Sharp End and the black
experience in Columbia that he
fears is being lost.

“All of this stuff they talked
about, they never let it die,” Mon-
roe said.

Dozens of people continued to
live on or near Sharp End.

The apartments above Carter's
Pool Hall and the Phillips & Wil-
liams Barber Shop were home to
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27 people, according to the 1920
census.

Sixth Street, however, began to
change. Facing east, south of Wal-
nut, a planing mill serving Nu-Way
Lumber Co. was constructed and a
garage and coal yard opened. On
the north side, banker William
Conley secured a judgment for
adverse possession of a lot with 80
feet of frontage on Walnut Street
and 142.5 feet of Sixth Street.

Two small rental homes faced
Sixth Street on the lot, with regular
turnover as reflected in census and
city directory records. The lot was
used primarily by Nu-Way for lum-
ber storage.

Conley sued the original found-
ers of Columbia in an action that
drew no opposition to his claim
that he had been in “open, notori-
ous use” of the property for more
than 10 years.

The final city directory pub-
lished during the 1920s listed three
pool halls, three restaurants and
two barber shops on Sharp End by
the end of the decade.

New buildings, and new entre-
preneurs, would soon join them.

Beauty Express
Floral Boutique

Specialty: Funeral Arrangements

Vicki J. Freelon
301 W. Sexton Rd., Columbia, MO 65203
573-881-7321
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SHARP END BUSINESSES 1920-1929

500 Walnut—Scott’s Restaurant: Operated
by George Scott, who resided with his wife,
Elizabeth, and mother, Annie Scott, at 15 N.
Sixth St. when the decade began and at 422
N, Third St. when it ended.

501 Walnut—St. Luke Methodist Episcopal
Church: Pastors during the 1920s included
William Ellis and Frederick Bowles.

502/504 Walnut—Carter Pool Hall: Oper-
ated by Amelia Carter aftere the death of
Preston Carter on March 4, 1924. She resided
at 302 Oak St.

506 Walnut—Barber Shop: In the 1923 and
1925 city directories, George Washington was
listed as the proprietor. In 1923 he resided at
the same address, For the 1925 directory, he
was joined by a wife, Katherine Washington.

Phillips & Willlams Barbershop: A Sharp End
fixture until the end, opened about 1926 by
Herbert Phillips and Arch Williams. Phillips
lived with his wife, Getrude, at 113 W. Worley
St. Williams lived at 506 E. Walnut St.

507 Walnut—Givens & Givens tailors: Oper-
ated by Charles Givens and Paul Givens, who
also owned the Harmony Café at 17 N. Sixth
St. In the 1927 directory, Paul Givens was
listed as the sole proprietor and lived with
Mamie Givens at 106 N. Third St.

- =

507 Walnut—Elks Hall: Home to Turner
Lodge 370. The 1927 directory listed the Ex-
alted Ruler as David Clark, a driver for Renie
Hardware, who lived with his wife, Clotellia, at
104 Hill St. The secretary was Isadore Pipes,
janitor at the University of Missouri, who lived
with his wife, Fannie, at 403 E. Walnut St.

507A Walnut=Barbershop: Operated by
Charles Berry, who lived with his wife, Macie,
at 102 Allen St.

508 Walnut—541 Taxi: Driver Jacob Foster
was listed as living at the business address
in the 1923 city directory. George Camp-
bell, who lived with his wife, Myrtle, at 10 N.
Fifth St., was listed as the owner in the 1925
directory.

Pool Hall: Operated by William Diggs, it was
listed in the 1927 directory. Digges listed his
address with wife Carolyn Diggs as 508-A E.
Walnut St.

Restaurant: Operated by Paul Givens.
509 Walnut—Dreamland Café: Operated by
Maggie Brown, who listed her residence as 4

Allen St, rear, in the 1925 directory and 13 W.
Allen St. in the 1927 edition.

511 Walnut—Billiards: Listed in the 1925
directory. Operated by George Washington,
who had the barber shop at 506 Walnut St.

Source: City directories, U.S. Census Bureau
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Columbia’s Biscuit Queen

Annie Fisher set standards for
success in catering, real estate.

nnie Fisher was sassy, sar-

castic and subtle when

she told a reporter in 1927

bout a “pryin, curious”

woman who visited her restaurant,
the Wayside Inn.

“Annie,' she says ‘Annie, you'd
be a big woman if you were in Afri-
ca, wouldn't you?”

“Yes,' I says, ‘but you wouldn't
let me stay there, so I'm making
the best of the bargain right here
in Columbia.”

In a few words, Fisher dismissed
the patronizing racism, alluded to
her slave heritage and reminded
the visitor she was a big woman
anywhere. Fisher was Columbia's
most successful independent
businesswoman and perhaps the
only Columbia business owner
with a national clientele.

The unknown author of “Kneads
Dough to Win Fame," published
May 13, 1927, in the Springfield
Leader, estimated Fisher's fortune
at $100,000, Fisher, 59, had been
Columbia's premier caterer for 25
years — reportedly owning 1,000
place settings of china, crystal and
cutlery. She rented the excess
when she did not need it and
invested her profits in real estate.

What brought her renown, how-
ever, was the “beaten biscuit,” a
product that showcased her skills
in preparation and marketing.

Each catered meal featured the
small, white biscuits with a crusty
exterior. Fisher sold them via mail,
for 10 to 15 cents per dozen. Her
fame spread through catering cli-
ents, and by 1911 a Sedalia hostess
made sure they were on the table
when President William Howard
Taft visited the Missouri State Fair.

“For probably 40 years she has
been making these succulent bis-
cuits in Columbia and the fame of
her prowess as a hiscuit maker is
not local, but has spread to all
parts of the United States..., the
Leader reported.

A daughter of former slaves,

Fisher's story inspired peaple long
before her death in 1938. She
bought ber first home about 1901,
then accumulated 18 rental homes
and built two mansions on her
profits.

One mansion, at 608 Park Ave-
nue, was demolished during the
first phase of urban renewal. In its
final years, it was the Freeman and
Poindexter Funeral Home.

The other, on the 57-acre farm
owned by her parents on today’s
0ld 63, was demolished in 2011.

Verna Laboy moved to Colum-
bia in 1994 and came to admire
Fisher so much she learned to
make beaten biscuits and portrays
Fisher in presentations at area
schools. Fisher turned disadvan-
tage into opportunity, Laboy said.

“She rose above unbelievable
circumstances and then played on
their perceptions all the way to the
bank,” Laboy said.

|

According to her modest head-
stone in Memorial Park Cemetery,
Annie Knowles was born Dec. 3,
1867. She was one of 11 children
born to former slaves Robert and
Charlotte Knowles, who lived just
north of the Walter Lenoir estate.
The family lived in a log cabin near
Grindstone School, established to
educate black children.

The 1870 census shows a house-
hold of eight with four children,
including Annie, 3.

“My father found it very hard to
provide food, clothing, shoes and
shelter for all of us with the very
little money he was earning, so
when I was a very small girl he
hired me out to rack the cradle for
white peaple,” she told the Nation-
al Negro Business League at its
1919 convention in St. Louis,

Young Annie spent time in her
employer's kitchen while the baby
slept. Standing on a stool, she
would peel potatoes and, more
important, learned to make bis-
cuits. She learned to cook so well,

Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Missouri
Annie Fisher, a Columbia businesswoman who made her for-
tune in catering, mail-order beaten biscuits and real estate.

she said in the 1919 speech, that
her family put her in charge of
cooking at home.

The 1880 census recorded Bob
and Charlot Noles, with seven
children from four months to 20,
Annie was 12 and attending school
with two siblings.

In June 1883, 15 and unmarried,
Annie gave birth to a daughter she
named Lucille Smith. The father is
unknown today, historian Mary
Beth Brown wrote in an article
published by the Genealogical
Society of Central Missouri.

Annie worked for the Lenoir
family at Maplewood, and a Bob
Smith was on the payroll in Sep-
tember 1884, Brown wrote. An
account-book entry indicates
Smith paid 50 cents for medicine
for Annie in September 1887,

Brown became interested in
Fisher, she said, while researching
women in the Lenoir family. Frank
Nifong wrote in his self-published
autobiography that Fisher was
“the most efficient cateress in the
town of Columbia and that no uni-
versity or social function was real-
ly classy without her service."

“Ithought I would look into that

a little more," Brown said.

Work during the 1880s was
tough, Fisher said in her 1919
speech. She often worked for
board and clothing. She would
wear what she was given, thinking
little of how she looked.

“‘Iremember one Sunday when |
went to church dressed in an old
second-hand party costume that
was five or 10 years out of date,
and as [ marched up the aisle, and
was about to take my seat, an old
lady saw me coming and she said
‘good Lord, move back, give Annie
Fisher plenty of room, here she
comes dressed like a peacock, she
ought to know that the house of
the Lord is no place for any such
clothes as them!"” she said.

Embarrassed, she resolved that
“these old second-hand clothes
won't do for me.”

About 1890, Annie Knowles
maoved into Columbia. She worked
with growing success as a cook,
and for four years in the 1890s,
Brown wrote, Fisher was the cook
for Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity.

The 1900 census records Fisher

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22
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as married and living with her
daughter and three others, without
husband William Fisher, at 202 S.
Ninth St. Fisher headed the only
black household on the block.

Fisher listed her occupation as
cook. Lucille, 17, was in school.

Her siblings were grown, Fisher
said in 1919, and she could think
of herself and her daughter. “My
sisters and brothers had become
older. ... Iwas able to start buying a
little home, it matters not how
small that home was going to be.”

She saved for five years to make
a down payment on a two-room
house at 608 E. Ash St.

‘I paid that home off in 18
months after [ started into business
onmy own hook,” she said in 1919.

A 1904 city directory records her
at that address with hushand, Wil-
liam Fisher.

The marriage did not last, and
in 1907 the Columbia Herald
reported William Fisher was fined
for disturbing the peace of his for-
mer wife. The newspaper reported
Annie Fisher filed for divorce
because she was unhappy;, offering
her husband $137.50 not to con-
test it, He declined the money, but
received nothing from the court,
the newspaper reported.

“Annie did the work while Rev.
William did the preaching,” the
Herald reported.

“I've had to work ever since I
was old enough to walk, and when
I got married it wasn't a success,”
Fisher said in the 1927 interview.
“So, long ago I got the idea that the
only way I could ever get ahead
was to believe in myself and not
the other fellow.”

As her acclaim as a cook grew,
so did the size of the dinners she
prepared. She told her audience in
1919 that she had served an alum-
ni dinner at the University of Mis-
souri, receiving $1,200 for the meal
at the cost of $2 per plate.

The change of administration at
the University of Missouri in 1908
might have had an impact on her
business, She told the 1919 audi-
ence that when she did not have
enough table settings, “they would
always be kind enough to let me
use their silverware.”

In 1908, A. Ross Hill took over as
president from Richard Jesse, pres-

2

Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Missouri

Annie Fisher’'s home at 608 Park Ave. had 14 rooms and was
A.C. Freeman Funeral Home when it was demolished in 1960.

ident since 1891. Fisher accepted a
job to serve “a very large banquet,”
only to find “the official of the Uni-
versity then in charge denied me
the use of their silverware, saying it
belonged to the State University.”

Undaunted, Fisher got on a
train, went to St. Louis and rented
silverware to serve 700 people. “I
served that banquet and it brought
me in $1,300."

As her business grew, she moved
her small home to another spot on
the spacious quarter-acre lot and
built a new five-room house.

A part of Fisher's legend that
apparently is not true is that her
beaten biscuits were given an
award at the 1904 St. Louis World's
Fair, said Brown, the researcher.
Another well-known black entre-
preneur from Columbia, horticul-
turalist Henry Kirklin, took exam-
ples of his plants to the fair and
won a blue ribbon.

“I have found no record of her
winning any awards or being a
vendor at the 1904 World’s Fair,”
Brown said. “I have had the archi-
vists at the Missouri History Muse-
um who hold the records for the
World’s Fair go through their lists
because they have lists of everyone
who won an award and everyone
who was a vendor at the World’s
Fair, and she doesn't show up on
any of those.”

a

Fisher's properties, just two
blocks from Douglass School, were
prime residential locations for
blacks. When she was finished
amassing real estate, Fisher took

care of herself. She built 14-room
brick home that was one of Colum-
bia’s largest and grandest.

The house "has hard-wood
floors throughout,” the University
Missourian reported. “The fumed-
oak library has a mantel and grate
of natural stone. On the tamourets
(sic) are brass jardinieres. Her din-
ing room contains cut glass and
Haviland china.”

Lucille was 30 when she married
George W. Merritt on Dec. 31, 1913.

“Mr. Merritt is a musical com-
poser of much ability and has two
original compositions that will be
featured at the Semi-Centennial
celebration at Chicago,” the Kan-
sas City Sun reported in July 1915,
referring to the fair marking 50
years since the end of slavery.

The exposition featured busi-
ness demonstrations, including
“the famous beaten biscuit of
Annie Fisher of Missouri.”

Itis uncertain when Fisher began
shipping beaten biscuits to custom-
ers outside of Columbia. “Mrs.
Annie Fisher, a colored woman of
Columbia, Mo., has made $10,000
from selling beaten biscuits at 15
cents a dozen,” The Crisis, the
monthly magazine of the NAACE
reported in 1915. “She lives in a
14-room brick modern residence.”

Fisher was not the only success-
ful black businesswoman of her
era. Annie Malone in St. Louis and
Madame C.J. Walker in Denver —
who got her start under Malone
—vie for the title of first self-made
female millionaires from fortunes
made creating and selling hair care

products for black women.

The small item with the big
return, the beaten biscuit, “is noth-
ing more than an ordinary biscuit
‘baked while the life is in it,” Fisher
told the reporter in 1927,

In Southern Food, John Egerton
wrote that a dough of flour, milk
and lard was kneaded for a lengthy
period or sometimes beaten with a
mallet or a skillet, giving the bis-
cuit its name. The process intro-
duces air into the dough.

A kneading machine was pat-
ented in 1877. Fisher, to speed up
production, made a cutter with
nails inside to push the biscuits
onto a pan. That left small dots on
the top of the biscuits, which had a
crusty exterior and a soft interior.

“My home room teacher, Miss
Emma Mae Turner, apparently
knew Miss Fisher. She would make
beaten biscuits, and then myself
and a couple of other of the stu-
dents would go and we would turn
that machine for her,” said Larry
Monroe, 77, and a student at Dou-
glass High School in the early
1950s. “And she would treat the
class to those.”

Some did not appreciate them.
“She mailed them things all over
the country,” said Sehon Williams.
“They was some nasty things. Oh
they were nasty. But people bought
them for their bridge parties.”

Regardless of what anyone
thought, they sold.

Her address to the National
Negro Business League was recog-
nition that Fisher achieved suc-
cess by re-investing her profits
into her businesses. In her talk at
the August 1919 meeting, Fisher
sought to pass on the lessons she
had learned about building wealth.

“All told, I now own 18 houses
and also a farm in the country that
is well stocked with hogs, chickens
and other things,” she said. “Ilive in
that 14 room brick home and I don't
owe a dollar on it, and if I want to
buy anything,  don't need to ask for
credit for I can write my check.”

|

Sehon Williams got his first look
at Annie Fisher when his parents,
Sehon and Effie Williams, brought
their children to St. Paul AME
Church during the 1920s. Williams,
born in 1922, also remembers Sun-
day School picnics at the farm on
what had become Highway 63.



“She was kind of a heavy-set
woman," is all he remembers of
Fisher herself, he said.

Fisher was at the height of her
success in the 1920s, She and her
daughter, listed as widow Lucille
Merritt, lived at 608 Park Ave. with
her widowed mother and three
boarders. Fisher remained pros-
perous, and her property holdings
grew to include a row of five hous-
es in the 400 block of East Ash St.
and two on Fourth Street.

Three homes Fisher owned still
exist — at 316 N. Garth Ave., 318 N.
Garth Ave, and 306 Oak St., built in
1900, 1910 and 1925, respectively.
The farm once owned by her father
was producing hams and chickens
for her catered meals, and in the
early 1920s Fisher began building
what became her final home on the
property. Her drive to find new out-
lets for enterprise was unabated.

“Last year Mrs. Fisher thought
there was an opening for a chick-
en-dinner place in the country, so
she ... built the elegant house that
is now designated as the ‘Wayside
Inn,”" the Leader said. “Itis a sump-
tuous place, with large, cheery din-
ing rooms and, one is told, well
patronized by the many persons
who like Annie Fisher's cooking.”

Fisher and her daughter lived in
the home, also called Fair Oaks, in
“true country club style," the
newspaper reported.

The 1920s were dry, with nation-
al prohibition in effect. Fisher's
restaurant, she told the reporter,
was not a place to drink.

“My house has been sprinkled
by our minister.” she explained,
“and people can't get common
around here, When they comes to
Annie Fisher’s they comes to eat,
and if they want to do any
high-ballin’ they must do it before
they come and after they leave.”

The 1930 census lists Fisher as a
farmer, living with her daughter and
afarmhand. Recognition of her suc-
cess continued in new forms. In a
chapter called Vocational Guidance
for his 1933 book “The Mis-Educa-
tion of the Negro,” author Carter
Godwin Woodson used Fisher to
show how to achieve success by
reinvesting in a business.

His facts weren't exactly correct,
but he made his point.

“Another woman of color living
in Columbia, Missouri, recently

gave the world another new idea,”
Woodson wrote. “She had learned
cooking, especially baking. ... After
studying her situation and the envi-
ronment in which she had to live,
she hit upon the scheme of popu-
larizing her savorous sweet potato
biscuits, beaten whiter than all oth-
ers by an invention of her own; and
the people of both races made a
well-beaten path to her home to
enjoy these delicious biscuits, In
this way she has made herself and
her relatives independent.”

Beaten biscuits do not include
sweet potatoes.

When she died in 1938, Fisher's
Park Avenue home was valued at
$3,300 and the farm of 57 acres
and a home were valued at $3,500.
Overall, her property was
appraised at $13,350. No bank
accounts were listed, but there
were few debts against the estate
— $456.24 for funeral expenses
and $14 for four house calls by Dr.
Frank Dexheimer.

Her ability as a businesswoman,
earning success and fame when
opportunity was limited by bigot-
1y, is a lasting lesson, Laboy said.

In the classrooms, Laboy said,
she tells students Fisher's life shows
“it is more important what you
believe yourself, because when all
of life and all of the world was
against her because she was a
black woman and a businesswom-
an, she just needed a few people to
believe in her to succeed.”

Her house on Park Avenue tow-
ered above others on the block,
Monroe said, with a porch as tall as
the roofs of houses on the other
side of the street.

“You had to go to West Broad-
way to get a house that was com-
parable to that,” Monroe said.

The writer of the Springfield
Leader article found Fisher proud
and confident. "I believe in myself,”
she said. “I've never asked for a job
in my life. 1 make them come to
Annie Fisher. Of course, I have to
deliver the goods, as you say, but I
don't go around askin' for favors,”

There was no doubt she was
delivering the goods, the article
concluded.

“She’s a smart woman, this
Annie Fisher. She's a specialist in
two kinds of dough — the kind
that makes beaten biscuits and the
kind that swells a bank account.”
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Photo courtesy of Barbra Horrell
This photo shows some of the business operators who became fixtures on Sharp End. From left, foreground: Anderson Logan,
barber Herbert Phillips of the Phillips & Williams Barber Shop and club owner Edward “Dick” Tibbs. Middle row, from left: Gene Co-
chran, David Hughes, Walter Patrice and Ellis Tibbs. Back row: Samuel Boone, left, The final man is unidentified.
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Coleman was 31, living with his parents at
401 Park Ave. and driving a truck for the family
laundry business when the decade opened.
James and Julia Coleman had been school-
teachers, first in Moberly and later at Douglass
School, before going into business.

“Alvin Coleman was one of our rich men,”
said Rev. Raymond Hayes of St. Luke United
Methodist Church.

Coleman owned a salvage yard, a coal yard, a
pool hall and a liquor store. His first investment
on Sharp End was listed as the Arcade Pool Hall
at 510 Walnut St. in the 1932 city directory.

By the 1936 edition of the directory, Coleman
was in business with Ed “Dick” Tibbs in a busi-
ness they called Central Marketing. Tibbs' first
business on Sharp End was called the Kingfish
Smoke Shap, which also offered shoe shining,

In 1930, Tibbs was 25 and living with his
mother Eva Williams and three other adult sib-
lings ages 19 to 30 at 209 N. Garth Ave. Tibbs was
working as a presser in a tailor shop.

“I think he just had a sixth grade education,”
son Ed Tibbs said. “He was a self-made man,
just God was on his side. He was a smart man,
He didn't have a degree but he had a Ph.D. in
business. To have what he had in those days ...
to keep it and to be able to pass it on the way he
did, it took some intelligence.”

Coleman, by contrast, was a college graduate.
He and his wife, Julia, whom he married in the
1930s, had no children.
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“They were like an uncle and aunt to me,”
said Mary Patton Nelson, daughter of Alton Pat-
ton, who operated a pool hall on Sharp End in
the 1950s. Nelson knew the Colemans in the late
1940s and 1950s. “He was always busy, but he
would ask about school and stuff. Vivian, she
helped me grow up.”

The new construction on Sharp End added
the Arcade Building, 40 feet of storefront on the
south side of Walnut Street that extended 77 feet
deep along a north-south alley 10 feet wide.

The exact date when the Arcade Building was
constructed is uncertain. The 1931 Sanborn Fire
Insurance Map shows the structure where there
had been nothing in 1925,

It was built on property owned by Earl and
May Morris, owners of Booche’s. On Feb. 18,
1935, they sold the property to John and Ola
McMullan. John McMullan was the manager of
Taylor's Garage.

Along with Tibbs and Coleman, Edward
O'Neal, with his wife, Eddie, were among the
first to move into the Arcade Building. The
O'Neals opened a pool hall in one space and a
restaurant in another. The O'Neals, spelled vari-
ous ways including O'Nill on the 1930 census,
also lived on Sharp End.

The new businesses opening on Sharp End
were a contrast to almost every other corner of
the United States in the 1930s, where businesses
were closing and throwing people out of work.
The homeless and unemployed added their

.&

BUCHRO

Proudly Serving Columbia Since 1896

ranks to farmers driven from the land by Dust
Bowl conditions on the Great Plains and drought
in Missouri. Millions looked for work.

The Depression either came late to Missouri
or the state was slow to react and take advantage
of relief programs. By October 1933, when 10.3
percent of the nation was receiving aid through
New Deal relief programs, only 5.5 percent of
Missouri residents were signed up.

In Boone County, 174 people were on relief in
October 1933, 52 in Columbia and 122 in the
rural sections. Only two of the city dwellers and
10 of the rural residents on relief were black.

Soon, 15 times those numbers would be
receiving aid. From July 1934 to June 1935, the
average number of Boone County residents on
relief each month was 2,676. No racial break-
down is available for that figure.

The final report of the Federal Emergency
Relief Administration put the cost of New Deal
public assistance in the county at $237,921 from
April 1933 to December 1935. Local taxpayers
contributed $29,331.

While the Depression was speeding up
migration for many Americans, it slowed for
blacks in Boone County. The loss of black popu-
lation, unchecked since 1880, stopped in the
1930s, although rural sections continued to lose
population to Columbia. Columbia was also a
destination for whites as city population overall

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26
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SHARP END BUSINESSES 1930-1939

500 Walnut—Scott & Johnson taxi service:
Owners George Scott and Harry Johnson; George
Scott and his wife, Elizabeth, resided at 422 N.
Third St., today’s Providence Road. Johnson and
his wife, Gussie, resided at 506 N. Third St.

Coleman’s Café: Operated by Harry Coleman,
who is listed in the 1932 directory with his wife,
Margaret, at 309A Oak St.

Estes Smoke House: Operated by James Estes,
who resides with his wife, Dorothy, at 202 N.
Garth Ave.

501 Walnut—St. Luke Methodist Episcopal
Church: Pastors during the 1930s included the
Rev, William H. Smith and the Rev. C.C. Reynolds.

502 Walnut—Kingfish Smoke Shop, shoe shin-
ing: Owner Edward Tibbs resided at the business.

Central Marketing: Owners Alvin Coleman and
Edward Tibbs. Coleman married during the
decade, living with wife Vivian at 401 Park Ave, a
home inherited from his parents.

504 Walnut—RBilliards: Owner David Emory, listed
as David Emmery in the 1930 census, resided at
203 N. Fourth St.

506 Walnut—Phillips & Williams Barbershop:
Owners Herbert Phillips lived with wife, Gertrude,
at 213 W. Worley St.; Arch Williams resided at
400 Hickman Ave.

506A Walnut—Rooming House: Managed by
Paul Givens, who also operated a cigar store.
507 Walnut—Cigar store: Owner Paul Givens
lived with his wife, Mamie, at this address.

507 Walnut Rear—Edmonston Flats: Sixteen-unit
apartments behind storefronts.

507-1/2 Walnut—Elks Hall, Turner Lodge 370:
The 1930 city directory listed J.S. Carter as Exalt-
ed Ruler and Clyde Buckner as secretary.

507A Walnut—Barber Shop: Owner Charles Ber-
ry lived with wife Macie at 102 Allen St.

508 Walnut—Billiards: Owner Edward O'Neal,
whose wife operated an adjacent restaurant,
resided at this address.

Red Bird Inn: Operated by Richard Benton.

508A Walnut—Restaurant: Owner Addie O'Neal
lived at business address.

509 Walnut—Restaurant: Owner Beulah King,
listed as a widow, residing at 209 E. Park Ave. in
the 1930 census.

510 Walnut—Arcade Billiard Parlor: Operated by
Alvin B. Coleman in 1932. See Central Marketing
entry.

511 Walnut—Barbershop and billiards: Operated
by Thomas A. McQuitty, who resided in 1930 with
his wife, Georgia, and three children at 224 Lynn
St.

512 Walnut—0’Neal’s Lunch: This 1932 directo-
ry listing might represent a renumbering of the
street. Operated by Addie O'Neal.

Northwest Corner, 6th & Walnut—Nu-Way Lum-
ber Co.: Storage lot.

Source: City directories, U.5. Census Bureau
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grew by more than one-fifth.

Sehon Williams, born in 1922, got his
first job taking tickets at the Boone The-
ater when he was 16. His father was the
chauffer for James Woods, president of
Stephens College.

“I wore Jimmy Woods clothes unitil I
was in the ninth grade,” Williams
recalled.

Williams' experience explains why
one of the first businesses in the Arcade
Building was Ed Tibbs' shoe shining and
cigar shop. After he worked at Boone
Theater, Williams took a job shining
shoes at Davis Cleaner’s on Broadway, a
job he kept after he entered Lincoln Uni-
versity. He could make $20 to 325 on a
Saturday, he said. “That was really good
money, especially from Stephens College
girls," Williams recalled. “Nobody wore
tennis shoe in them days.”

In the 1930s, the Sharp End of living
memory emerged. Thomas McQuitty
opened a barbershop he would operate
until urban renewal forced him out.
Emory would take over the pool hall at
504 Walnut and would be in business

A child who

“My dad, I had never seen my dad without
a tie on. My dad almost always had a tie on,
white shirt and tie, throughout my entire
life. T just thought that is the way you are
supposed to be dressed.”

— Ed Tibbs, son of Sharp End businessman

through the 1940s.

In all, city directories from the 1930s,
the best, albeit incomplete, source of
information, shows 16 different people,
including two women, operating busi-
nesses on Sharp End during the decade.
There were pool halls at four addresses
and four addresses with restaurants. A
taxi company, shoe shining and smoke
shops fill out the list.

The directories took months to com-
plete for the entire city, meaning they
were often out of date. The 1940 directo-
ry lists the Green Tree Tavern, operated
by Coleman and Tibbs, where jazz bands
entertained on weekends and patrons
drank 3.2 percent beer, the strongest
beverage legally available.

Columbia did not allow liquor by the
drink until 1968,

The 1930s might have been when
Sharp End came to mean well-dressed.
“When you came there you had to be
dressed,” Ed Tibbs said. “My dad, T had
never seen my dad without a tie on. My
dad almost always had a tie on, white
shirt and tie, throughout my entire life. I
just thought that is the way you are sup-
posed to be dressed.”

reads will be

an adult who thinks.

The Tribune’s Newspapers in Education program is a
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bringing life to

HISTORY

Students travel back in t|me as they seek memories of Sharp End

f Ron'Zena Hill had a time machine that
could take her to Sharp End, the place she
would visit first would be Vitilla Monroe's
restaurant, where soul food nourished the
bodies and spirits of her customers.

Monroe - “Aunt Vi" to all who knew her -
began her day with breakfast, opening by
6:30 a.m., and closed about 7 p.m., when cus-
tomers had finished their evening meal. On
weekends, her workday ended at 1 a.m.

“I think that every single person we've inter-
viewed — we have interviewed six, and we are
still waiting on our seventh - has talked about
Aunt Vi's and her soul food and how good it
was,” said Hill, one of three
Columbia high school stu-
dents working on an oral his-
tory project for the Sharp
End Heritage Committee.

“I have also learned that
Aunt Vi's was like one of the
only places where kids were
allowed in — because kids
weren't allowed in Sharp End
- and it was basically their
own little hangout,” she said. “They had their
own little section of the restaurant where they
could go and grab a bite.

“I'd like to just sit down and try to talk to her,”
Hill said.

The students have been recording their con-
versations with committee members. An edited
version will be shown at a reception May 19
after the dedication of an historic marker at the
Walnut Street site of Sharp End. Hill, 18 and a
senior at Rock Bridge High School, has been
working on the project with Faramola
Shonekan, a Rock Bridge junior, and Jimmy
Whitt, a senior at Hickman.

Whitt is the son of Jim Whitt, president of the
Columbia Board of Education and chairman of
the Sharp End Heritage Committee. He said his
first stop on Sharp End would be one of the
pool rooms, which were among the first and
last businesses on Sharp End.

“From a male perspective, I just feel the pool
hall is the place where guys went and hung our,
it was a fun time,” Whitt said. “They weren't

Jimmy Whitt

worried about anything happening outside the
pool hall."

Hill, Shonekan and Whitt are among the last
generation of students bornin the 20th century.
They grew up in a society freed of the legal and
economic restrictions that propped up the rigid
racial caste system their parents and grandpar-
ents lived under. They still experience vestiges
of those times, in social attitudes and in school,
they said, and want their work to emphasize
how business owners on Sharp End made
opportunities in difficult times.

The interviews, Shonekan said, have made
history lessons come to life. “It was pretty much
what they say in the textbooks. Everything was
segregated,” she said. “Whites didn't go out of
their way to associate themselves with blacks,
and blacks didn't do so either because they
knew what would happen when they tried.”

Boone County’s history of slavery and segre-

Nick Schelle/Tribune
From left, Rock Bridge student Ron’Zena Hill, 18, prepares for an April 16 interview
with classmate Faramola Shonekan, 16, to answer questions about what she’s learned
whi_le conducting oral history interviews for the Sharp End Heritage Committee.

gation is not discussed in school classrooms,
Shonekan said. “I hear all this African-Ameri-
can history and civil rights and stuff like that,
and I hear about it in textbooks, but it has never
really impacted me until 1 have actually inter-
viewed these people that have been there and
seen Sharp End and lived and experienced it.”

Members of both races interviewed for this
project have said the demarcation line in down-
town was Broadway. Blacks found on the south
side of Broadway were directed to move to the
north side by police. Whites said they rarely
heard of anyone venturing onto Sharp End.

Before the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education
decision outlawing segregated schools, black
children living in town attended Douglass
School. The Columbia Board of Education
began integration by giving black parents a
choice of sending their children to Douglass or
to one of the previously white-only schools.



The high school program at
Douglass ended after the 1959-60
school year, followed by the junior
high program in May 1962.

Cheryl Wright's mother, Bernice
Ballenger, made her one of the first
black students to attend Jefferson
Junior High School, now Jefferson
Middle School. The only interac-
tion she had with white children
before school integration, she said,
was to work as a babysitter for a
white doctor.

“She told me to treat everybody
the same, no matter what you do
in school, you know as much as
the next person,” Wright recalled.

After a week in school, she said,
there were few problems with
other students. In art class, howev-
er, the teacher was blatantly racist,
Wright said. The teacher was
talking about colors, using cray-
ons, when she held up a brown
one. “She said, ‘We will not use
N....-ish color words.”

There was one other black, a
teenage boy, in that class, Wright
said. “And the guy and I, we kind of
looked around at each other, and
then some other kids, you could
tell they were kind of embarrassed
because they dropped their heads.
It was terrible.”

Some teachers, Hill said, retain
vestiges of that attitude but are not
as blatant in their disregard of
black students. In an honors
English course, she said, she felt
excluded. As the teacher called on
her, “she would always sigh, which
made me feel like [ wasn't import-
ant to the discussion or the class as
awhole," Hill said.

It never went beyond signals,
Hill said. “It was never like any-
thing like calling me out, but
actions speak louder than words at
times,” she said. “And her body
language told me a lot about her,
and I just never felt comfortable in
that classroom, which, I don't
know, made me sad, I guess.”

Mary Patton Nelson had to fight
at Hickman High School for recog-
nition in the National Honor Soci-
ety when she was forced to trans-
fer before her senior year because
of the decision to close the high
school program at Douglass.

Nelson’s mother resisted send-
ing her to Hickman. “She said, ‘I
don't think they care anything
about you being there, and you
will just be shaved to the side."”

Nick Schelle/Tribune

Mary Beth Brown, historian for the Sharp End Heritage Com-
mittee, discusses her involvement in the committee’s work to
document the black business district during an oral history
interview at the Columbia Career Center.

13

Nelson had earned her honor
society privileges based on her
work at Douglass. Advisers for the
Hickman National Honor Society
tried to block her from participat-
ing in the recognition ceremonies
at her new school. There were 12
or 14 Douglass students involved.

Responding to an announce-
ment on the school loudspeaker,
she and the others went to the
ceremony. “They said, 'you are not
in our honor society,” Nelson said.
“They tried to convince us that the
National Honor Society at Hick-
man was completely different
from the one at Douglass.”

It was part of a pattern, and
most of it came from the adults,
she said. “They had their own ways
of being rude,” Nelson said.

Whitt, a star basketball player
who will attend the University of
Arkansas next year, said he feels
Hickman is a very welcoming place
today. Sometimes, however, when
he is alone or in a small number of
blacks in a particular class, there is
still something present.

“There is still that little barrier
between you and the other stu-
dents and the teacher, because it is

“We had the march at Selma, and
they had the sit-ins in Greensbor-
ough, N.C., but we also had the sit-
ins here on Broadway, at restaurants

in downtown Columbia.”
— MARY BETH BROWN, historian of the

Sharp End Heritage Committes

so noticeable,” Whitt said.

Mary Beth Brown, historian for
the Sharp End Heritage Committee,
has guided the students in their oral
history interviews. The most satisfy-
ing part, she said, is when the stu-
dents make a personal connection
between their own experiences and
those of their subjects.

“We had the march at Selma,
and they had the sit-ins in Greens-
borough, N.C., but we also had the
sit-ins here on Broadway, at restau-
rants in downtown Columbia,”
Brown said. “When kids, especially
kids in high school, realize that, it
really makes it hit home for them,
and it creates a moment and they
are more likely to get excited about
itand care about history.”

The Sharp End Heritage Com-
mittee wanted to include students
in the process of recognizing the
black business district so the les-
sons of the entrepreneurs and the
stories of their times would be
passed on, Jim Whitt said. It is not
just a segregation story, Whitt said.

“To be an entrepreneur takes a
certain skill set, that's a universal
skill set and it goes beyond wheth-
er you are white or black or any-
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thing," he said. “That’s the skill set
that those folks had back then.”

They worked on Sharp End,
Whitt said, “because they serviced
the market that was available to
them.”

His wife, Annelle Whitt, coordi-
nated the selection of the students
involved as director of the Multi-
cultural Achievement Committee
staff for Columbia Public Schools.

Son Jimmy Whitt said he
became involved as a fill-in when
one of the other students selected
couldn’t make it for a scheduled
interview, His mother sent him a
text message summoning him, he
said. It helped that Brown had a
list of questions prepared.

He was promised it would be a
one-time request. He stuck with it,
he said. “I hope it just brings
another perspective and another
sense of culture because of the
world we live in now,” Jimmy Whitt
said. “We just want it to be so
diverse because it helps us grow, it
helps us grow as people, it helps
yOU grow as a community.”

The students said they are draw-
ing personal inspiration from the
interviews and want to share the
lessens they are learning with the
community.

“I feel like it has taught me that |
wantto fight for people,” Shonekan
said. “Yeah, African-Americans
had Martin Luther King Jr., they
had Malcom X and some other
huge black leaders during the
time. It has taught me that I want
to be like that, I want to be able to
fight for people who can't fight for
themselves, if that makes sense.”

To understand mistrust of large-
scale economic planning and
development programs, Jimmy
Whitt said, the community must
remember Sharp End and how
urban renewal shut it down.

“It is something that affects your
everyday life and how the city you
grow up in has come forward is
what is really interesting about it
for me,” Whitt said.

The raw video footage of the
interviews will be preserved for
researchers to use in the future.

“I am glad [ got to be a part of
this experience,” Hill said. “I got to
learn some things about my com-
munity that I didn’t get in schools,
in textbooks. Being able to docu-
ment these people’ lives has really
been an eye-opener for me."
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Courtesy State Historical Society of Missouri
Edna Harris, left, operated the Elite Café at 520 E, Walnut St. from the late 1940s until the mid-1950s, when it was taken over by
Lawrence Lee. David “Pig” Emory, far right, operated the Deluxe Pool Hall at 511 E. Walnut St. until his death in November 1950.
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The second day of the celebration, a
picnic and dance on the grounds of Dou-
glass School, was more geared to families
because children were not welcome on
Sharp End. But when things were lively,
they were listening.

As a boy growing up on Park Avenue in
the 1940s, the Rev. Raymond Hayes
recalls sitting outside with his friends
waiting for some exciting sounds to filter
down from Sharp End two blocks away.

“We would sit out back and listen to all
the stuff that was going on uptown at
Sharp End,” Hayes said. “I was never
afraid of it. And fights were exciting, and
killings were something to talk about.”

The trends that created Sharp End -
the migration of blacks from the country-
side to a segregated city where most bars,
restaurants and other service businesses
were closed to their patronage - had
abated but not stopped during the 1930s.
But after pausing for a decade, the
decline in the county’s overall black pop-
ulation resumed and almost half of those
remaining outside city limits moved or
died.

Because of population shifts, by the
end of the 1940s more than 80 percent of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 32
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Recognizing Columbia’s
Cultural Heritage

Columbia has always been full of incredible history, and
the historic Sharp End area is no exception.The city

is proud to welcome you to a place of great historical
significance, a place where culture and entertainment
thrived, a place that deserves to be recognized for its
place in Columbia’s business history.
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Hand-drawn ads in the 1949 Douglass School yearbook “The Meteor” advertised the Phil-
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SHARP END BUSINESSES 1940-1949

500 Walnut—=Central Market-
ing: Operated by Alvin Cole-
man and Ed "Dick” Tibbs.

Scott’s Taxi: Operated by Alvin
Coleman.

Furnished Rooms: Managed
by Cordelia Walker, 42 in 1940,
who also lived in one of the
flats. Eight tenants paid $5 per
month for their rooms.

501 Walnut—St. Luke Method-
ist Episcopal Church: Pastor
Edgar T. Anderson. St. Luke
was demolished 1941 and the
congregation moved to a new
brick church on North Second
Street,

Cigars and shoe shining: Op-
erated by Lawrence Marshall,
who lived at 502 E. Park Ave.

502 Walnut—Green Tree Tav-
ern: Operated by Alvin Cole-
man and Ed “Dick” Tibbs,

504 Walnut—Restaurant:
Operated by Eugene Gordon
and listed only in the 1940 city
directory. Gordon, 21, and his
wife, Margaret Gordon, 19, lived
at 114 S. Third St. when the
census was taken.

T&T Smoke Shop: Operated by
Edward Tibbs.

505 Walnut—Restaurant:
Owner CW. Kelly resided with
wife Hester at same address.

506 Walnut—Phillips & Wil-
liams Barber Shop: Owned

by Herbert Phillips and Arch
Williams. The shop is also listed
at 512 Walnut in some city
directories.

507 Walnut—Edmonston
Flats: These apartments, called
“The Cut,” rented for $7 a
month and were home to 25
people in the 1940 census.

508 Walnut—Merrill-Slater
Restaurant: Operated by Ger-
trude Merrill, who is listed as
Gertrude Slater in the 1940 city
directory. She resided at 104 N.
First St, Also listed at 514 Wal-
nut in the 1949 city directory.

Cigars and shoe shining: Op-
erated by Lawrence Marshall,
who resided at 601E. Park Ave.

509 Walnut—Restaurant:
Operated by Arlene Brown, 28,
who lived in a $7 per month
flat at 500 E. Walnut St.

Restaurant: Operated by

Leonard Smith, according to
the 1947 city directory. Smith,
58, lived with Gertrude Smith,
57, at 305 N. Garth Ave, when
the 1940 census was taken. He
worked as a janitor for the city,
and she worked as a seam-
stress.

Walnut Grill: Operated by
David “Pig" Emory, according
to the 1949 city directory. Em-
ory listed his residence as 511
Walnut St.

510 Walnut—Restaurant and
billiards: Operated by Robert
Williams, 26 at the time of the
1940 census, when he report-
ed his occupation as a laborer
earning $9 per week. Williams
lived at 322 McBaine Ave. The
pool hall is listed at 510 Walnut,
rear, in 1947,

Radio Cab Co.: Operated by
Isadore Washington, who lived
at 609 Park Ave.

511 Walnut—Barbershop: Op-
erated by Thomas A. McQuitty.

Club Deluxe billiards: Operat-
ed by David Emory and listed
in the 1947 and 1949 directo-
ries.

512 Walnut—Restaurant: Oper-
ated by Edgar Griffin, 65 when
1940 census was taken, who
lived at 3 Switzler St.

Brown’s Place beer tavern:
Operated by Victor Brown, 39
in the 1940 census and living at
1619 E. Broadway with his wife,
Loretta, Sallie Gatewood, 72,
and Dorothy Hays, 16.

514 Walnut—Restaurant:
Operated by David Emory, ac-
cording to an entry in the 1947
city directory.

518 Walnut—Restaurant: Oper-
ated by Victor Brown, accord-
ing to the 1949 city directory.

520 Walnut—Elite Café: Oper-
ated by Robert and Edna Har-
ris who lived 103 W. Park Ave.
Robert Harris listed his age as
36 in the 1940 census, when he
earned $10 a week as a dish-
washer at a women's college.
Edna Harris, who was Edna
McClanahan in 1940, worked as
a laundress.

Northwest Corner, 6th &
Walnut—Nu-Way Lumber Co.:
Storage lot.

Sources; City diractories, U.S. Census Bureau

But one misconception that .
people have. They seem to think
that, I don't know how you fig-
ure it, that Sharp End was the
black community, but it wasn't.
Eighty percent of the people
didn’t even go on Sharp End. Of
course, now Eighth Street was
the white Sharp End, but most
people didn’t go down there.
Same difference.”

B

— SEHON WILLIAMS

CONTIMUED FROM PAGE 31

Boone County's black population lived within Columbia for the
first time. Black residents, however, represented a rapidly dimin-
ishing portion of the city's overall population. The black popula-
tion of Columbia grew by 3.5 percent in the 1940s, while the white
population grew by 84 percent.

Columbia added 13,675 new residents in the 1940s, while the
county as a whole grew by 13,441 people.

A large number of those new residents were veterans taking
advantage of the GI Bill and its provisions supparting education
and housing, Missouri sent 220,000 into the U.S. Army during
World War II. Sehon Williams was one of them.

He was among 895,000 black men and women who entered the
armed forces during the war. He found segregated conditions as
bad or worse in many places as in Columbia, including Army post
exchanges in Virginia.

Williams was drafted after his first year at Lincoln University in
Jefferson City.

“When we were in Norfolk, Va., waiting to get on the bus, they
had German soldiers with big POWs on the back of their cover-
alls,” Williams said. “They were using them as custodians. They
could walk in the PX and drink beer and lollygag with the white
soldiers, but we couldn't go in there and buy a bottle of soda pop.
And we were going overseas.”

After serving in Italy, where he was a sergeant on quartermaster
duty, Williams returned to find Columbia frozen in time as far as
race relations were concerned.

“The first job [ had was at Barth Clothing Co., and it only lasted
two weeks,” Williams said.

The manager had two sons working at the store who had
recenily graduated from Hickman. He thought Williams was not
showing enough respect.

“He said, ‘Don't you think you need to call Jimmy and Joe mis-
ter?”” Williams said. “I said ‘For what? I'm older than they are.’ The
next morning he had my check and handed it to me and said you
won't work out.”

In the 1940s, Sharp End, as it had since its inception, offered a
refuge and opportunity for people to try being their own bosses.
City directories published in the 1940s give the names of 19 peo-
ple who operated businesses on Sharp End. The list would be
longer except for the disruptions created by World War II.

No directory was published between 1940 and 1947, Familiar
names remained and expanded their operations. One familiar
sight on Sharp End disappeared in 1941 when the stone St. Luke
Methodist Episcopal Church on the northeast corner of Fifth and



Walnut streets was demolished.
The property was purchased by
Nu-Way Lumber Corp., which also
secured control over the property
on the northwest corner under a
long-term lease for an
11,400-square foot lot for $25 a
month.

Businesses that would become
familiar names opened during the
1940s. The Green Tree Tavern, in the
large space at Fifth and Walnut
streets where Sharp End began,
offered beer and jazz music on
weekend nights from local players
and traveling acts. It was one of
three or four businesses operated
joindy by Alvin Coleman and
Edward “Dick” Tibbs, including a
liquor store and taxi service,

The Elite Café, a name that
would remain a fixture on Sharp
End until urban renewal, was list-
ed for the first time in the 1949
directory. Proprietors Robert and
Edna Harris were 36 and 38 respec-
tively when the 1940 census was
taken. He was a dishwasher who
earned $360 for 36 weeks work
1939. Edna worked the entire year
for $500. They rented a home at
103 W. Park Ave, for $10 a month.

The apartments on and adja-
cent to Sharp End were home to
nearly 100 people when the 1940
census was taken. The furnished
rooms above the tavern, managed
by Cordelia Walker, cost $5 to $7 a
month and included 14 tenants.
The pain of recovery from the
Great Depression was evident on
Sharp End - only one of the ten-
ants had worked 52 weeks the pre-
vious year, and most labored for $4
to $10 per week when employed.

Arlene Brown, 28 and married,
owned the restaurant at 509 Wal-
nut St. in 1940 and lived in one of
the §7 rooms.

Not all Sharp End business own-
ers lived in such meager circum-
stances. Victor Brown, owner of
Brown's Place tavern at 512 E. Wal-
nut St., was 39 in 1940, owned a
$3,000 home on at 1619 E. Broad-
way - across from Boone Hospital
Center - and listed his occupation
on the census as “beer salesman.”

Brown was in the right place.
Williams, asked in a recent inter-
view who could be found on Sharp
End, had a simple answer: “People
that liked to drink. Drink and
shoot pool. If you liked to drink,

you go on Sharp End. It's no differ-
ent from now. [f you want to have a
drink you go out here to the bar."

Williams graduated from Doug-
lass School in 1940 and played
weekends in a jazz combo at the
Green Tree.

“The place would be pretty well
crowded,” he said. “But one mis-
conception that people have. They
seem to think that, I don't know
how you figure it, that Sharp End
was the black community, but it
wasn't. Eighty percent of the peo-
ple didn't even go on Sharp End. Of
course, now Eighth Street was the
white Sharp End, but most people
didn't go down there. Same differ-
ence.”

Former Mayor Darwin Hind-
man, born in 1933, sold newspa-
pers downtown in the 1940s.
Downtown was crowded with farm
families on Saturdays, and bars in
black and white areas alike did a
strong business.

“North of Broadway was a little
bit seedy, even on Ninth Street,
and as you went toward Sharp End
it got seedier,” Hindman said.

Under city ordinance at the
time, only beer no stronger than
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3.2 percent alcohol could be sold
by the drink. “So when you went
into a beer joint, if you wanted a
drink you carried a half-pint,” said
Larry Monroe, describing a prac-
tice that continued until Columbia
legalized liquor by the drink in
1968.

“And you would set there, and
they would sell you bowl of ice and
a pitcher of water set-up, and you
sat there and you mixed your
drink. And that’s how you got
around that.”

The law, a holdover from prohi-
bition, was not strongly enforced.
“The mindset of enforcement was
a little different then,” Monroe
said. “A lot of those guys that was
driving that car, they would end up
in there, t00.”

When the 19405 ended, Sharp
End was fully developed and a
place with enough turnover that
people who wanted to try operat-
ing abusiness could find a chance.

That would continue in the
coming decade, until an unexpect-
ed threat developed that made
control of the property, not just the
businesses operating there, the
important issue.
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St. Luke’s built on
congregations past

Origins are uncertain, but
church pays tribute to history.

en the time came

to demolish the

brick chapel at

Second and Ash

streets that was

home to St. Luke United Methodist

Church for more than 50 years, the

congregation found something

unexpected when the cornerstone
was removed.

The visible side of the white
limestone block read “St. Luke
Methodist Church E.T. Anderson
Pastor 1941.” On the inside were
inscribed the words “First ME
Church B. McCain 1909."

The block was a relic of the large
stone church, demolished in 1940,
that sat at the corner of Fifth and
Walnut streets for 31 years. “So
what we decided to dois to cutitin
half and keep both old corner-
stones because the idea was we are
really building on other people,”
said the Rev. Raymond Hayes, pas-
tor at St. Luke for 35 years, “And
then they put a third stone for me
on another wing, I wanted to
emphasize the fact that we are
building on those that come before
s>
The origins of the congregation
today known as St. Luke are uncer-
tain. No comprehensive history of
the church has been compiled,
and some that have been attempt-
ed include glaring errors, includ-
ing which branch of Methodism
was practiced. Edgar Anderson,
when he took over in 1938, found
there were no minutes of meetings
of the Board of Trustees,

“This church has no previous
records, and the ones in their pos-
session are rather meager,” Albert
McMillen recorded Sept. 19, 1941,
for a community survey conduct-
ed by the Works Projects Adminis-
tration.

A previous attempt at recording
the history of the church, in 1938

by University of Missouri master’s
degree candidate Wilbur East,
assigned the church to the wrong
branch of Methodism and made
what could be seen as other obvi-
ous mistakes in chronicling the
early church history. East was con-
ducting a survey of all six black
congregations that worshiped in
Columbia at the time,

East found the Rev. William H,
Williamson uncooperative. “In
fact, Reverend Williamson told me
he resented white people coming
to his study and asking a lot of silly
questions.”

When he read that line, Hayes
said it struck a chord.

“That had been a problem for a
long time," said Hayes, the first
black athlete to earn a letter at
Hickman High School after the
school was integrated in 1959. “I
remember going through the civil
rights movement and the urban
renewal. Everybody was doing sur-
veys, and they were going back,
misinterpreting a lot of stuff. For a
while people got tired of people
coming in constantly and dragging
information and then going back
and writing stuff that was half true
and half not true”

In the years after the Civil War,
the newly freed blacks of Boone
County quickly established
churches, both inside Columbia
and in the countryside near their
homes, where 80 percent of the
black population lived in 1870. Of
26 churches recorded in the 1860
census in Boone County, 17 were
Methodist or Baptist. Blacks of
those dominant denominations
shared an African Union Church
built with aid from the white
Columbia congregations of the
two sects.

That congregation quickly split.
A city map published in 1875
shows a church at Ash and Water

Courtesy the Rev. Raymond Hayes

The St. Luke congregation worshipped in this stone building at
Fifth and Walnut streets from 1909 to 1940, when the structure
was condemned and the property sold to Nu-Way Lumber Co.

Street, the section of Columbia
populated by blacks, and another
— a one-room frame structure —
between Broadway and Cherry
Street. It was home to the Second
Baptist Church congregation.

An 1890 Sanborn Fire Insurance
Map indicates a frame church was
among the structures on the block
of Walnut Street between Fifth and
Sixth Streets that would later
become known as Sharp End.

Maps published by the same com-
pany in 1895 locate the Second
Baptist Church in its brick chapel
at Water Street and Broadway and
the Second Christian Church in a
frame building between Seventh
and Eighth Streets,

An 1898 map of the full city pro-
vides locations for four black
churches without giving any spe-
cific names, All are listed as an
“African” church with the denomi-

Let the historical significance of

The Sharp End

remind Columbia where we have been
and where we need to go.

May we share a renewed sense of
pride and ownership in our future.

— Representative Kip Kendrick

Paid for by Friends of Kip Kendrick « Vicky Riback Wilson, Treasurer




nation, The Second Baptist and Second Chris-
tian are shown, as well as St. Paul African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church at Fifth and Park.

Asecond “African M.E. Church” was depicted
at Fifth and Walnut streets, where St. Luke's
stone chapel would be built in 1909. A 1908
Sanborn map portrays an unnamed Methodist
Episcopal Church at that location, an “old”
brick structure with a shingle roof, electric
lights and stove heat. The entrance faced Wal-
nut Street.

From the same period, a city directory pub-
lished in 1909 refers to it as the “Northern
Methodist Episcopal Church” and listed the
pastor as George Abbott. McCain is listed as the
pastor ina 1911 directory.

The name St. Luke was used by the Universi-
ty Missourian in a 1912 article about a meeting
called by educator James Coleman, attended by
200, to discuss bringing University Extension
courses to black residents of Columbia.

McMillen's summary of the early years of the
church might be the best available. “Organized
about 1880, the first house was a frame, about
30 x 50 feet in dimensions,” he wrote in 1941,
“This building stood on the northeast corner of
North Fifth and Walnut streets. The erection of
the building was through the efforts of Rev.
Lewis Dickerson.”

Dickerson raised money for the construction
at a camp meeting, McMillen wrote. “This
house stood until 1909, when it was torn down
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Raymond Hayes has been pastor of St. Luke United Methodist Church since 1980.

and in its stead a large stone building was erect-
ed in its place.”

The denominational distinctions missed by
East, the MU master’s student, might have been
attributable to the multiple branches of Meth-
odism that date almost to its emergence as a

b b 2
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separate branch of Protestantism in the 18th
century. The first to break from the Methodist
Episcopal Church were free blacks, who object-
ed to segregation during worship services and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 36

HOUSE .

Granny’s House is a 501 (c)3 tax-exempt organization registered with the
State of Missouri as “Hidden Jewels dba Granny’s House”
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formed the African Methodist
Episcopal Church,

Not all blacks left the church at
that time, Hayes said. “There were
those who stayed and didn't leave;
and St. Luke is part of those that
stayed.”

The next break came in the
1840s, when the northern and
southern branches divided over
slavery. Freed black Methodists
aligned with the northern branch,
which created a separate church
hierarchy for black congregations,

East’s paper mistakes St. Luke
for a branch of Methodism that
split in 1828 over church gover-
nance.

He compounds the error by
reporting that the congregation
formed in 1910 and worshiped in
private homes until 1920.

East also offers a gratuitous slap
at Williamson for a bad attitude.
“The fact of the matter is that Rev-
erend Williamson's church is not
on a par with the other colored
churches and he resented having
his church compared with them.”

What East’s paper provides is a
glimpse of the church as it operat-
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ed on Sharp End. When construc-
tion was underway, a new com-
mercial building was rising on the
south side of Walnut Street. More
construction followed in the 1920s
and 1930s, drawing businesses
catering to the legitimate and,
during Prohibition, illegal needs of
the community.

When East visited Sharp End in
1938, the Green Tree Tavern across
the street was offering patrons jazz
and drinking and drawing large
crowds. “Sometimes the negroes
at this saloon become so noisy that
it is hard for the minister to talk to
his congregation, even on Sun-
day,” East wrote.

The church was used frequently
as a community meeting place. In
February 1922, St. Luke hosted the
annual Lincoln birthday celebra-
tion for the Grand Army of the
Republic Tiger Post, a “bean sup-
per” of coffee, hardtack and beans,
field fare for troops in the Civil
War. Organized by post command-
er Wallace Lilly, the supper cost 10
cents.

A survey of church attendance
by the Missourian in March 1922
found 25 people on hand for
morning worship, 50 attending in

the afternoon and 65 in the eve-
ning. To finance the 1909 con-
struction, the church mortgaged
the property and found, at times, it
was hard to pay the note with a
small congregation.

St. Luke staged a benefit perfor-
mance, ‘Columbia 1921 Follies,”
on March 18, 1921, in McKinney
Hall on Broadway between Fourth
and Fifth streets, to raise money.
And on June 11, 1921, the church
announcements in the Missourian
included a request from Rev. J.C.
McGinty for worshipers to be gen-
erous the next day.

“Rally Day will be held tomor-
row,” McGinty said. “Every mem-
ber is asked to bring $5 so that the
church may meetits financial obli-
gations due Tuesday.”

The request was a big one at a
time when many blacks earned $1
aday or less and paid $5 or less per
month for living quarters.

McGinty sometimes received
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These detailed views of the 1908 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, left, and the 1925 map, right, show the differences between the brick

church, demolished in 1909, and the stone building, constructed that same year, that housed the St. Luke congregation when it met
on Sharp End.

compensation for his services in
the form of food. On July 21, 1921,
he published notice thanking
them for “75 pounds of choice
groceries and some cash which
they brought and left at the par-
sonage on Tuesday night, June
28th.”

Williamson told East the con-
gregation numbered about 200 in
1938, but East wrote attendance
did not back up the number. Col-
lections were about §14 to $16
each Sunday, he reported, and the
church’s precarious finances were
evident in the number of fundrais-
ing socials held and requests to
white churches for aid.

The pastor of the white South-
ern Methodist congregation told
East “Williamson was continually
asking for financial aid from him
and that on several occasions he
had to refuse because the Meth-
odist Church here in Columbia
could not afford to give continual-

“The building was always in debt and
it soon deteriorated because it was

not kept in repairs.”
— ALBERT MCMILLEN, writing about the church in 1241,



ly for the upkeep of this colored
church.”

Williamson told East he received
about $1,200 annually as compen-
sation, “but that he could not see
what business it was of mine how
much money he was paid.”

The church still owed $1,500 on
the mortgage in 1938, East wrote.

“The building was always in
debt and it soon deteriorated
because it was not kept in repairs,”
McMillen wrote in 1941.

A new pastor, the Rev. Edgar
Anderson, was faced with a dilem-
ma — attempt to raise enough
money to repair the church or sell
the property and use the proceeds
to construct a more modest struc-
ture.

He chose the latter, using prop-
erty at Second and Ash streets
where a four-room home used as a
church parsonage stood.

“Miss Nettie Bryant said a lot of
people were really upset about it,
about the decision to sell the prop-
erty," Hayes said. “There was a lot
of anger over it. Rev. Anderson
moved the church anyway, and |
guess they lost a lot of members
over it. He made a big push on

Luke United Methodist Church, 204 E. Ash 5t., as it appears today.

Cemetery Hill,” the black residen-
tial section south of Broadway,
“and brought those people into
the church.”

The church might have been
pushed off Sharp End. City records
do not exist for the period, but
McMillen, who got his information
from Anderson, wrote the building
was condemned in 1940. The
trustees sold the property to
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Nu-Way Lumber Co., and the
church was demolished.

One of the few people who
remembers the church demol-
ished 75 years ago is Sehon Wil-
liams, whose family attended St.
Paul AME.

“On the corner of Fifth and Wal-
nut streets used 1o sit a big stone
church, just like the Christian
Church at Tenth and Walnut
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streets,” he recalled. “It had big
wide steps coming down on Sharp
End and steps coming down on
Fifth."”

When he talks about the demise
of the church, Williams speaks in
the same terms many would use
about urban renewal’s impact on
Sharp End 20 years later.

“They condemned it and tore it
down," he said. “I don't know why.”

The District is proud to celebrate
the recognition of Sharp End in
our neighborhood’s past,
present, and future.

IT'S GOOD TO BE:HERE




Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Missouri

The Arcade Building was constructed circa 1930 and housed restaurants, taverns, barber shops and pool rooms during its lifetime,
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In the late 1950s Vitilla Monroe rose early every morning in
her home on Pendleton Street and roused her teenaged daugh-
ter Erma so both could be at her restaurant, Vi's Café, by
5:30 a.m. The doors at 509 E. Walnut St. opened at 6:30. Erma
would work for the next hour before walking three blocks to
Douglass School. At that time of day, black city employees on
their way to work were regular customers. Others would follow
as the city woke up.

“It was busy every hour my mother was open,” Erma, now
Erma Officer, said in a recent interview.

She would return in the afternoon, when she was finished
with extracurricular activities. Erma would sit at a table doing
homework or help out in the restaurant until it closed at 7 p.m.

On weekends, Vi's Café stayed open late, serving customers

until 1 a.m.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 40

31,974 | 2,489

Number of people residing Number of black residents
in Columbia in 1950 in Columbia in 1950
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 39

Officer deflected a question
about whether she was paid this
way: “Her payment to me was to
show me how as | grew to be busi-
nesslike. Her payment to me was
how to treat others, not to expect
any more than I was willing to
give, Those were payments, those
were life-learned lessons,”

The date Monroe took over the
restaurant is uncertain. Her son,
Larry Monroe, said he believes it
was 1957 or 1958, He was working
in the Phillips & Williams Barber
Shop across the street.

By that time, the future was
already in doubt for the property
developed into Sharp End from
1910 to 1930.

The Land Clearance and Rede-
velopment Authority, created in
1956, drew the boundary for its
first urban renewal plan through
the alley south of Walnut behind
Sharp End in a plan submitted for
federal approval in 1958. Sharp
End was at its peak both for the
number of businesses in opera-
tion and for its reputation as a
destination.

“It was a time of segregation
and it was a hot spot for entertain-
ment,” say Rev. Raymond Hayes,
also a teenager in the 1950s. “And
it attracted people who were on
the ‘chitlin’ circuit,”” a name given
to venues hosting traveling black
entertainers.

As its reputation grew, and
transportation improved, out-of-
town customers were more com-
mon, Hayes said. “The soldiers
from Fort Leonard Wood would
come up and that was a place’to
come and there was a lot of fight-
ing and competition over local
girls, as you would expect.”

The 1950s were a time of rising
expectations nationally and for
blacks in particular. President
Harry Truman ordered integration
of the Armed Forces in 1948, the
U.S. Supreme Court struck down
school segregation in 1954 and
Congress passed the first Civil
Rights bill since the Civil War in
1957.

The vitality of Columbia’s black
community sparked the start of a
black migration from outside
Boone County. In the 1940s,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 41
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Above photo Courtesy State Historical Society of Missouri/Bottorn photo Daniel Brenner of the Tribune
The photo at top, taken during the late 1950s, shows Sharp End fully developed, with the 1910
building where Sharp End began in the foreground. The photo above, taken recently, shows the
11-deck parking garage that replaced the parking lot built when the Sharp End commercial build-
ings were demolished. REDI, the Small Business Technology and Development Center, a business
incubator, a mortgage company a nd a restaurant occupy the storefronts at ground level.
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Columbia added 13,675 residents,
but only 85 were black. In the
1950s, growth rates for whites and
blacks became more balanced as
the black population of 2,489 in
1950 grew by almost 300 people.

Rural sections of the county did
not provide the increase. Only 521
of Boone County’s 3,010 blacks
remained living outside Columbia
when the 19505 began, down from
2,648 in 1900. The rural popula-
tion diminished by 18 in the 1950s.
The growth in Columbia account-
ed for the first substantial boost in
the county's total black popula-
tion since the 1870s.

Detailed census rolls for 1950
will not be released until 2022,
City directories published regular-
ly attempted to record each
address, whether it was a resi-
dence or a business and who lived
or ran a business at that location.
Those published in the 1950s
show that, as in the past, Sharp
End remained a residential as well
as business location.

“The Cut” was apartments on
the north side of Walnut Street,
listed as the Edmondston Apart-
ments in census reports and the
directories. The rooms were
behind the commercial space that
housed Vi's Café, where the work
area of the Columbia post office is
today.

“Those apartments weren't very
good,” Hayes recalled. “It was
good people who lived back there
but conditions were terrible.”

The directories for some years
list the people living there when
the survey was made. The Cut
seemed to always be full and some
tenants were long-term residents.
The lists for apartments above the
bar known in the 19505 as Club
Twenty-One also have substantial
lists of tenants.

Edith Prince and her family
moved into one of the upstairs
apartments in the late 1950, after
they arrived in town. It was a
two-bedroom apartment with a
living room and small kitchen
shared by two adults and nine
children. The adults took one bed-
room she said, five girls took
another and the boys slept in the
living room.

“We used to sleep in one bed,”
she said, “We had no choice but to
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sleep with each other.”

On the street, the lineup of
business owners continued to
change, as it had since the incep-
tion of Sharp End. David “Pig"
Emory died in November 1950.
The Walnut Grill was taken over by
Pearl Chandler, who also ran a
pool hall on the south side of the
street in the 1950s.

Chandler reputedly wouldn't let
anyone curse in his pool hall, but
other restrictions seemed to be
loosening along Sharp End. Teen-
agers started coming into the
businesses or passing through,
when they would have been
turned away in the past. Larry
Monroe said he went into the Wal-
nut Grill for the first time when he
was 15.

“Iremember the first time that [
was able to go in the pool hall,” he
said. “I had to get written permis-
sion from my mom in order to
shoot pool and I was 16 years old
then."

Alton Patton, called “Mr. Heavy
Patton” ran a typical pool hall on
Sharp End, his daughter Mary Pat-
ton Nelson said. It was in the back
of the Arcade Building, with an
entrance through Brown's Place.
She was never allowed inside, she
said, but could go on Sharp End if
she needed to talk to him.

He was generally holding court
in the pool hall, and someone
would retrieve him for her, she
said. Nelson was in the first senior
class that was required to attend
Hickman High School in order to
graduate, following the closing of
the high school program at Doug-
lass in 1960.

Her parents were older than
most, Nelson said. Her father list-
ed his birth as 1890 in Tennessee
on the 1940 census and her moth-
er Julia reported she was born in
1903,

They lived at 102 Allen Street.
He reported he had not been
employed for wages the previous
year but that he had income of
more than $50 annually “from
sources other than wages.”

He made his money, Nelson
said, “by gambling. 1 think when
they got done shooting pool he
would shoot dice. He was a hus-
tler. He was a gambler. That is how
he made his living.”
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500-506 Walnut—Ebony Club: The
club previously known as the Green
Tree Tavern was listed under this name
only in the 1951 city directory.

500-502 Walnut—Club Twenty-One:
City directories published in the 1950s
list a variety of proprietors. Billie Waers,
who lived at 601 S, Glenwood, was
named in 1854, and John Graves, with

a residence in the county, was listed in
1956. The 1958 directory named Edward
Griffin, who resided at 514 N, Fifth St,

502 Walnut—Walnut Apartments: This
name was used in the 1957, 1954, 1956
and 1958 directories.

504 Walnut—Walnut Street Sandwich
Shop: Listed for 1954, with operator
Isadore Washington living at 2 W. Pend-
leton,

506 Walnut=—Phillips & Willlams Bar=-
ber Shop: Herbert Phillips and Arch
Williams remained partners in this
venerable business that first opened in
the 1920s. Phillips lived with his wife,
Gertrude, at 213 W. Worley St.; Wil-
liams lived with his wife, Caroline, at 23
Worley St. The street might have been
renumbered at some point because di-
rectories published in the 1950s also list
the barber shop at 512 Walnut St.

Herndon'’s Tap Room: Operated by Roy
“Shug" Herndon and listed in the 1956
and 1958 city directories. Herndon and
his wife, Faye Herndon, lived at 501 E.
Ash St.

508 Walnut—Shoe shining: Operated
by Lawrence Marshall, according to 1951
and 1954 directories. Marshall lived at

SHARP END BUSINESSES 1950~1959
601 Park Ave.

Shoe shining: Operated by Roy Hern-
don as listed in the 1956 directory.

McQuitty Barber Shop: Operated by
Thomas A. McQuitty, who according to
the 1958 directory lived with his wife,
Hattie, at 227 Lynn St.

509 Walnut—Walnut Grill: Operated

in the 1950s under a variety of owners.
Pearl Chandler, who lived with his wife,
May, at 207 N. Second St., is listed in the
1951 directory. Roy and Fay Herndon
are the owners, according to the 1954
directory, and Faye Washington is run-
ning the restaurant in the 1956 edition.
Washington gave her residence as 1413
lllinois Ave.

Little Harlem Café: Alonzo Rogers and
his wife, Dora Rogers, were listed in the
1958 directory, with their residence at 21
W. Ash St,

Vi’s Café: Vitilla Monroe, 40 in 1958,
became the last tenant of this space on
Sharp End.

5098-511 Walnut—Edmondston Apart-
ments: Also known as "The Cut."

510 Walnut—Chandler’s Pool Hall:
Operated by Pearl Chandler, who lived
with his wife, May, at 207 N. Second St.,
according to the 1951 and 1954 directo-
ries.

Confectionery: Listed in the 1956 direc-
tory, operated by George A. Bradford,
who lived with wife Ardella Bradford at
406 W. Davis St.

Shoe Shine: A 1958 listing for George
Bradford.

511 Walnut—Deluxe Billiards & Pool:
Operated by Ed “Dick” Tibbs after the
death in 1950 of David “Pig” Emory.

514 Walnut—Walnut Street Tobacco
Store: This is a 1951 listing operated by
Isadore Washington.

Economy Liquors: Operated by Welfred
Shock, who lived with his with wife,
Mary, at 104 N. West Boulevard, accord-
ing to a 1954 directory.

Bob’s Tobacco Store: Operated by
Robert and Edna Harris, according to
1956 and 1958 listings. They lived at 106
E. Ash St

516 Walnut—Radio Cab Co.: Operated
by Isadore Washington and listed in a
1951 directory.

516 Walnut Rear—Arcade Pool Hall:
Operated by Alton Patton, also known
as “Mr. Heavy Patton.” He lived with wife
Julia at 102 E. Allen. Patton’s business
is listed as the Blue Shadow Pool Hall in
the 1958 directory.

518 Walnut—Brown'’s Place: A restau-
rant listed with owner Perry Brown in
every directory published in the 1950s.
He and wife Pauline Brown lived at 519
E. Highway 40.

520 Walnut--Elite Café: Operated early
in the decade by Robert and Edna
Harris, according to listings in the 1951
and 1954 directories, then by Lawrence
E. Lee, who lived at 406 Hickman Ave.
with his wife, Stella, who is listed in the
1956 and 1958 editions.

Northwest Corner, 6th & Walnut—Nu-
Way Lumber Co.: Storage lot.
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He was also a storyteller who
could “talk to a hole in the wall” if
no one was handy to listen, she
said. “He was the kind of person
who dressed nicely all the time,
and people would mistake him for
a minister.”

As it had for more than 40 years,
Sharp End continued to be a place
where a black men or women
could be their own bosses.

Litde had changed ouiside,
despite national advances for
blacks.

Every time they ventured
beyond Sharp End and the black
residential areas nearby, they were
met with constant reminders of
white contral.

One of Larry Monroe's first jobs

was setting pins at Dean'’s Bowling
Alley at Hitt and Broadway. The
crew of six, when work was over,
would walk home together. His
first night on the job he got a
reminder of his place in Colum-
bia.

“When we got to Tenth and
Broadway there were two white
policemen, Jim Smith and Dutch
Smith,” Monroe said.

“And Dutch told us, Alright you
boys, it is time to cross over. You
don't walk on this side of Broad-
way after dark,’ — the south side
of Broadway.”

The police were there every
night, he said.

In Vi's Café, the life lessons
weren't confined to Erma. Vitilla
Monroe’s niece, Cheryl Ballenger
Wright, said all the youngsters in

Sources: City directories, U.5. Census Bureau

the family pitched in. “Sometimes
she had me being a waitress, and I
had tips,” Wright said.

“And on occasion she would get
so busy and she and I would be
the only ones there at the time
that she would let me ring cus-
tomers up.”

A counter with barstools, tables
and a room set up for families was
the setting, but the food was the
attraction, Wright said, rattling of
a list of standard fare; Cornbread,
chicken, greens, dried beans, navy
beans, brown beans, different
pastries, pies, bread pudding,
roast beef and “ham on occasion.”

Columbia voters rejected urban
renewal and the creation of a land
clearance authority the first time
it was on the ballot in 1952.

[t was approved narrowly in

1956 and the city immediately
imposed a moratorium on new
building permits in the targeted
area.

The businesses on Sharp End
would begin learning before the
decade was out that their future
was limited.

Vitilla Monroe just kept work-
ing, Erma Officer said.

“My mother was a very gentle
person in the community and the
café was a very, very vital part of
the community. She served the
people that came into the com-
munity, and the people who uti-
lized sharp end.”

And she did it with food, Officer
said. “My mother was a fantastic
cook, preparing meals fit for the
president, or the cowt of
England.”
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Courtesy State Historical Society of Missouri

Surveyors work in the block between Ash and Walnut streets during the 1960s urban renewal program that replaced Sharp End

THE 1960s

with a post office and parking lot.

CLOSED

he demise of Sharp End came swiftly.

Larry Monroe was in the Army, stationed in Germany when
his mother, Vitilla Monroe, was forced to shut down Vi's Café at
509 E. Walnut St. The land under the building was sold July 30,
1960, to the Land Clearance for Redevelopment Authority. A city directo-
ry published in 1961 listed only the Deluxe Pool Hall as still in operation

out of more than a dozen businesses included in the 1958 edition.
Because of the delay between gathering and publishing the informa-
tion, it is questionable whether Edward “Dick” Tibbs was still there when
the directory was issued. Only six residents were listed, compared to 19

36,650 2,765

Number of people residing Number of black residents
in Columbia in 1960 in Columbia in 1960

in the 1958 directory and almost 100 recorded by the 1940 census in the
area now used for the post office and city parking garage.

A new Sharp End, dubbed “The Strip,” opened on Ash Street between
Fourth and Fifth streets.

It didn't last long as the housing in the area was removed, restrictions
on the location of black-owned service and entertainment businesses
relaxed and sit-ins forced integration in downtown restaurants.

“They built one big building right over here on Ash Street where the
Tribune’s printing room is," Monroe said. “And it had about eight or nine
cubicles in there, ranging from 10-feet-by-22-feet, and that was to house
all the buildings that were going to be displaced. My mom said it was not
conducive for a good atmosphere, so she just went completely out of
business.”

Alvin Coleman built a theater, listed in the 1961 directory as the Prin-
cess Pam Art Theatre, at 111 N. Fifth St. to cater to blacks.

CONTINUED OM PAGE 46



The Land Clearance for Redevelop-
ment Authority began buying Sharp
End properties in December 1959 as
part of the Douglass School Urban
Renewal Area project. By July 30, 1960,
all the properties now occupied by a
parking garage on the south side of
Walnut Street had been acquired. On
the north side, where the post office
stands today, the only holdout was
Harold Johnson, who owned Nu-Way
Lumber Co. and about half of the total
property in the block.

Dec. 3, 1959: Irene M. Hulett, co-own-
ers with W. Roger and Marjorie E.
Hulett, recorded the sale of lots com-
prising two-thirds of the frontage along
Fifth Street north of the alley between
Broadway and Walnut Street.

Dec. 30, 1959: Clyde and Edna Hin-
shaw recorded the sale of a lot with
one-third of the frontage on Sixth
Street, running north from the alley
between Broadway and Walnut Street.
Jan. 5, 1960: Harold and Val Hinshaw
recorded the sale of portions of two
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lots comprising the remaining frontage
on Sixth Street south of Walnut Street
and 40 feet of frontage along Walnut
Street itself,

June 30, 1960: Ola McMullan recorded
the sale of a portion of the property
that included the Arcade Building,
home to longtime Sharp End business-
es Brown's Place and the Elite Café.

July 22, 1960: John M. Herndon and his
wife Alice K. recorded the transfer of a
142.5-foot-by-80-foot lot in the middle
of the north side of Walnut Street. De-
veloped in the 1920s, it had been home
to the Deluxe Pool Room, Vi's Café and
apartments known as “The Cut.”

July 30, 1960: Cla McMullan complet-
ed the sale of the land beneath the
Arcade Building.

July 30, 1860: Roy and Dorothy V. Mc-
Mullen recorded the sale of the proper-
ty on the southeast corner of Fifth and
Walnut streets, the first lot developed
with a brick commercial building about
50 years earlier. It was home to the
longest-lasting Sharp End businesses,

including the Green Tree Tavern/Club
Twenty-One barroom and the Phillips &
Williams Barber Shop.

Oct. 15, 1963: Helen Conley Trice, on
behalf of heirs to William T. Conley,
recorded the transfer of the lot at the
northwest corner of Sixth and Walnut
streets, used for storage by Nu-Way
Lumber Co. since 1941, The lot also
contains one or two frame dwellings.

May 22, 1964: Harold E. Johnson, doing
business as Nu Way Lumber, record-

ed the sale of about half the property
bounded by Ash and Walnut streets

on the north and south and Fifth and
Sixths streets on the east and west. The
property included the lot that hosted
St. Luke Methodist Episcopal Church
until 1941,

June 7, 1965: The Land Clearance for
Redevelopment Authority recorded the
sale of the full city block on the north
side of Walnut Street to Ray Eckstein
and Joseph Sieman for $161,160 with a
requirement that a post office be com-
pleted by July 31, 1966.
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Sehon Williams, who had his
hair cut every other Friday at the
Phillips & Williams Barber Shop,
followed the business established
in the 1920s to the new location.
He noted that, like Vitilla Monroe,
not every business owner stayed
open.

“A couple of the guys, they didn't
really have the resources to go
anywhere else, really” he said.
“The little restaurant that relied on
black customers — suddenly you
could go into any restaurant.”

If Sharp End had survived, it
would have found a rapidly grow-
ing customer base. The migration
of blacks into Columbia from out-
side Boone County accelerated.
The 1970 census recorded 998 new
black residents in the city, a num-
ber that included births during the
decade, and the total black popu-
lation of Boone County exceeded
4,000 for the first time since 1910.

The already small black popula-
tion outside the city shrank again
during the decade, and when the
1970 count was made 90 percent
of Boone County’s black popula-
tion lived within the city.

[T

Source; Boone County Recorder of Deeds

... Just to socialize, just eat out, just
to get their hair cut. Just to dance.
Sharp End was that place where
many African Americans could

go and feel comfortable that they
weren't going to be harassed by
whites, that they were not going to
be treated any differently.”

— ERMA OFFICER, graduate of Douglass School in 1960

Blacks represented less than 2
percent of the population outside
Columbia, down from almost 12
percent in 1900.

Despite the fast growth — almost
40 percent during the decade — the
white population grew even faster
in the 1960s.

Part of the city’s population
growth was attributable to a large
annexation program, but the
county population topped 80,000
by 1970, growth of 46 percent over
the decade.

Erma Officer, daughter of Vitilla
Monrae, graduated from Douglass
School in 1960. The newly built
shop spaces on Fifth Street, known
as The Strip, would not support

what her mother wanted to do
with her restaurant.

“I believe her goal was to move
her business out away from that
area, period, to move it to an area
that would serve a diverse popula-
tion," Officer said.

She was unable to do that. Oth-
ers did. Lawrence Lee, owner of
the Elite Café in its final years,
opened a music venue called
Breezy Hill, and Ed Tibbs and Paul
Britt opened Paradise Hill.

Both thrived by presenting tour-
ing acts that included Tke and Tina
Turner, B.B, King, Ray Charles and
others.

The loss of Sharp End, Erma
Officer said, was like the loss of a

home. Her grandparents, Earnest
and Mabel Ballenger, raised a fam-
ily of five girls and two boys on a
farm on Mount Celestial Road
near McBaine.

In the summer, grandchildren
would spend days at the farm and
attend church with their grandpar-
ents.

Other times, Officer said, when
her grandparents would drive to
town, their destination would be
Sharp End.

“I can remember my grandpar-
ents taking three or four of us who
were much, much younger,” Offi-
cer said. “And that would be a
place where they would go and
park just to be in the midst of peo-
ple, just enjoy the laughter and the
humor and that kind of thing."

Like the farm in McBaine, Sharp
End was home.

“Sharp End was the comfort
zone for African Americans,” Offi-
cer said. “Just to socialize, just eat
out, just to get their hair cut. Just to
dance. Sharp End was that place
where many African Americans
could go and feel comfortable that
they weren't going to be harassed
by whites, that they were not going
to be treated any differently.”
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by the early 1960s that black cul-
tural leaders met with Attorney
General Robert Kennedy to seek
reforms.

Black writer James Baldwin, in a
broadcast conversation with Dr.
Kenneth Clark following that 1963
meeting, explained his reaction to
talking to a 16-year-old from San
Francisco whose family was losing
its home to urban renewal.

“They were tearing down his
house, because San Francisco is
engaging - as most Northern cities
now are engaged — in something
called urban renewal, which
means moving the Negroes out,”
Baldwin said. “It means Negro
removal, that is what it means. The
federal government is an accom-
plice to this fact.”

The advent of urban renewal in
Columbia coincided with pres-
sures that might have dramatically
altered Sharp End. Soon, almost

every restaurant in town would
compete for black business after
protests such as those at Ernie’s,
on Walnut Street five blocks east of
Sharp End, integrated public
accommodations in the city.

“Tt is just like anything else now-
adays,” said Sehon Williams, 92, a
veteran of the segregated U.S.
Army of World War I1. “A black club
has a hard time making it because
you can go anywhere you want to
go."

Other trends, however, might
have strengthened Sharp End and
allowed it to expand.

Part of the pressure for urban
renewal came from the explosive
growth in the white population
outside the redlined black regions
of the city. Between 1900 and 1960,
while Sharp End existed, the black
population of Columbia grew 44
percent while the white popula-
tion grew by more than 800 per-
cent.

Since 1960, when Sharp End
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Courtesy State Historical Society of Missouri
Protesters organized by the Congress on Racial Equality picketed Ernie’s Steak House, 1005 E. Walnut St., and several other down-
town restaurants in the early 1960s demanding equal access to public accommodations.

was demolished, Columbia's black
population has grown 342 percent,
almost double the rate of white
population growth. A scenario
where Sharp End remained a
vibrant business district is specu-
lation, said Gary Kremer, executive
director of the State Historical
Society of Missouri.

Urban renewal wiped out black
business districts across the state,
he said. The opening of other busi-
nesses to black patronage would
have meant greatly increased
competition for all the businesses
involved, Kremer said.

“Historians call this counterfac-
tual history, what would have hap-
pened if the circumstances that
occurred hadn't been there,”
Kremer said. “I am not so sure that
these segregated institutions
would have thrived.”

Urban renewal nearly passed
over Columbia. Voters rejected a
Housing Authority and “slum
clearance” program by a 2-1 mar-

gin on May 6, 1952. After the Mis-
souri Highway Department
approved contracts for an “Inner
Loop” and “Outer Loop” road sys-
tem for the city, the Columbia City
Council resubmitted the question,
and it passed narrowly on May 29,
1956.

The Quter Loop is today known
as Stadium Boulevard. The Inner
Loop plan called for reconstruc-
tion of Third Street into the Provi-
dence Road used today and the
same treatment for College Ave-
nue, The Third Street plan required
extensive use of eminent domain
to widen the two-lane street and
enclose Flat Branch Creek.

The Land Clearance for Rede-
velopment Authority also had
power of eminent domain as it
worked through an inventory of
more than 300 structures in the
126-acre urban renewal area.

“You had two reactions there,”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 50
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These houses, at an unknown location in central Columbia, were demolished as part of urban renewal programs that cleared large
swaths of land between 1958 and 1970. The programs split the black community politically and socially.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 48

said Larry Monroe, who turned 20
the year the plan was submitted.
“The people who were renting,
they had mixed feelings because
they were being displaced and
they didn't know what or where
they were going. The people who
owned their homes, they were
highly upset. Now most of those
homes were good and they are still
standing, but they had to get out of
them.”

Urban renewal was a program
created by the Federal Housing Act
of 1949. The goal was to remove
substandard housing in cities large
and small across the country, pro-
viding money for relocation to
renters and market value for own-
ers. The plan for the Douglass
School Urban Renewal Area allo-
cated $196,000 for relocation.

The law could not overcome
restrictive lending practices that
limited where blacks could live,
and no low-cost financing existed
to cover the difference in value of
modern construction compared to
that being demolished.

One method of replacing the
lost housing for poor families was
the construction of housing proj-
ects such as those along Park Ave-
nue, Unity Place and Trinity Place.

The biggest supporters of urban

6]

The main thing was I was glad to see
some of the housing removed, par-

ticularly over there on Cemetery Hill,
it was just pretty awful. You had dirt
floors, outhouses, I remember there
was one there where the outhouse
was just over the creeks and that
when people did their thing it went
into the creek. It was just awful.”

— DARWIN HINDMAN, former mayor of Columbia

renewal were the landlords who
could sell rundown homes they
had neglected for years, Williams
said.

“The homes that the black peo-
ple owned, there wasn't nothing
wrong with them,” he said. “T tell
you something else they did. If
they wanted to move into the proj-
ects, they had to spend that money
they got for that property before
they could get in at a reduced
rate.”

Over its lifetime, the land clear-
ance authority took on two addi-
tional urban renewal programs,
clearing out the “Cemetery Hill”
residential area where Lucky's
Market now stands and creating a
Flat Branch Urban Renewal Area
for the area south of Broadway and
east of Providence Road.

Anyone who had to walk along
Broadway to get downtown knew
there were issues that had to be
addressed, said former Mayor
Darwin Hindman, born in 1933.

“The main thing was [ was glad
to see some of the housing
removed, particulatly over there
on Cemetery Hill, it was just pretty
awful,” Hindman said. “You had
dirt floors, outhouses, I remember
there was one there where the out-
house was just over the creeks and
that when people did their thing it
went into the creek. It was just
awful.”

Water came from common
hydrants in many black neighbor-
hoods. Former City Manager Ray
Beck became director of the Public
Works Department in 1960, a post
he held for 26 years. “The toughest

was on Cemetery Hill, where there
were gravel roads and no electrici-
ty. I won't describe what came out
of some outdoor water hydrants.”

[t was Beck’s job to put in the
infrastructure after the land was
cleared. He wged, and the city
adopted, policies for road con-
struction that included concrete
pavement and curbs and guttering
in the redeveloped areas.

“My philosophy was to stop the
bleeding and make everything
good,” Beck said.

Urban renewal was sold then
and continues to be portrayed to
Columbia's white residents as a
solution to decrepit housing, Mary
Beth Brown said.

“They don't show pictures of
Sharp End and all the vibrant busi-
nesses that were there,” Brown
said. “So, I think it is important to
show everybody in Columbia who
wasn't here at the time that there
was a vibrant business community
that was destroyed by urban
renewal.”

Black owned businesses in
Columbia are almost invisible
today, and many are so small they
escape being counted. In the last
Survey of Business Ownership by
the Census Bureau, the number of
black-owned businesses was so
small it was not reported.

The agency reported 0.3 per- /

-



cent of the 14,676 businesses
counted were owned by American
Indians, which would be about 44
businesses. About 352 Columbia
businesses, or 2.4 percent, are
operated by people of Asian
descent, the agency said.

In a study for REDI and the
Small Business Technology and
Development Center, Byndom,
Stanton & Associates estimated
125 businesses are owned by
blacks in Columbia. Many are
small operations with little capital,
said Stanton, who is self-employed
in construction,

Many black business owners are
“lifestyle entrepreneurs,” Stanton
said. “I am not really looking to
grow a million-dollar business. 1
am looking to grow a business that
makes as much as I was making
when I was working for someone
else.”

The report recommended adop-
tion of more visible outreach to
black businesses to create net-
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waorks for mutual support, Stanton
said. It also recommended pro-
grams that will help black business
owners overcome obstacles to
financing.

“Government entities and all of
that have to diversify how they
assist small businesses, and in par-
ticularly African-American busi-
nesses here in Columbia,” Stanton
said. “I think our biggest problem
is we can't look to Kansas City and
St. Louis and always try to mimic
what they do and think that will be
successful here. This is a different
demographic, and the relationship
between the black and white com-
munities in Columbia is different
than it is there."

The make-up of Columbia's
black community today is dramat-
ically different from the one that
created Sharp End.

In 1910, the first business own-
ers were the children or grandchil-
dren of slaves, and almost all were
born in Boone County. In 2010, the
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Courtesy Boone County Historical Society
Members of the Land Clearance for Redevelopment Authority members look over a model of what the Douglass School Urban
Renewal Area was supposed to be like after completion of the program. They are, from left, Dell Keepers, John Crighton, Charles
Proctor, Chairman B.D. Simon and Dorsey Russell.

census indicated Columbia had
gained more black population in
the previous 10 years than had
lived here in 1910.

Taking advantage of greater
affluence and fair housing laws,
the black population of rural
Boone County has been increasing
steadily since 1970. In 2010, more
blacks lived outside the city than
atany time since 1890,

Verna Laboy grew up in Peoria,
Ill, and moved to Columbia with
her family in 1994. “I lave Colum-
bia, and I have had wonderful
opportunities,” she said.

Laboy has formed the Worley
Street Roundtable to discuss edu-
cation issues and helped form the
Smithton Neighborhood Associa-
tion to clean out drug dealers. She
ran, unsuccessfully, for state rep-
resentative. She has adopted pio-
neering black businesswoman
Annie Fisher as a character to por-
tray in classrooms to teach the
lessons of overcoming adversity.

Vestigial racism is everywhere in
the United States and cannot be a
deterrent to achievement, Laboy
said. ‘T just want them to stop buy-
ing into the hype that you can’t do
certain things because you are
black,” she said. “Get over it.”

The process of studying the his-
tory of Sharp End, urban renewal
and the exertions of black resi-
dents of Columbia to find a place
of respect is a way of understand-
ing what every family seeks, said
Toni Messina, a member of the
Sharp End Heritage Committee.

“There is the city we know and |
love and want to promote, but we
also know there are income dis-
parities, health disparities, busi-
ness ownership disparities,” Mes-
sina said.

“The question,” she said, “is
what can you do to change that
balance so more people are able to
not just live in Columbia but thrive
and do well and achieve their ver-
sion of the American dream.”



This undated photo shows a gather
are, from left, front row: Stella Lee,
Mary Forbis, Henry Tumey, Mary Brown and Pauline Wilson Buckner. Third row,

Julia Brooks and Addie Harris.

Courtesy Barbra Horrell

ing of well-dressed black women, and one man, in Columbia during the Sharp End era. They
unknown, Nancy Chandler, Maggie Brown and Carrie Hill. Second row, from left: Flora Farbis,
from left: Unknown, Clara Payne, Suella Tumey,

Lessons for going forward

Sharp End Committee members hope minority business opportunities will expand.

he Sharp End Heritage Committee began its work to

find some truth and meaning in the life and death.of

Columbia’s black business district.

Members want the placement of a historic marker May 19 t
be a new beginning that promotes and expands minority busi

ness opportunities Columbia.

“If we want to grow minority
businesses in Columbia, before we
get there we need to deal with the
past, committee Chairman Jim
Whitt said. “Because Columbia has
a very distinct history because of
the Sharp End and what happened

to the Sharp End.”

The growth of the black popula-
tion of Columbia has outpaced the
growth of the city generally since
1970, and there are three times as
many black people living here
than at that time. Blacks now make
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up a larger share of the city’s pop-
ulation than at any time since the
1940s, when Sharp End was thriv-
ing.

One of the truths about Sharp
End is the need for a connected
black community, with networks |
of businesses that support each
other’s prosperity, said Ed Tibbs, "
son of Sharp End fixture Edward
“Dick” Tibbs.

“We need to stick together and
help each other out if possible,”
Tibbs said. “Back then, times were
really hard, even though they are
hard now, but they are really hard

back then, and you just have to

persevere, The cards are kind of
stacked against you, and there is

no secret about that, not just in

Columbia but all across the coun-
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Columbia’s urban renewal pro-

gram demolished hundreds of

houses, deliberately targeted the

businesses on Sharp End as unde-
sirable and paid little attention to |
the idea of providing adequate
replacement space. Concerns that
a repeat performance was in the
offing helped kill the recent
attempt to create a tax-incentive



HISTORIC SHARP END DEDICATION

A marker commemorating the location and importance of
Sharp End was dedicated May 19, 2015. Walnut Street was
closed from Fifth Street to Sixth Street for the unveiling in

front of the REDI offices.
The program:

Welcome: James A. Whitt, Sharp End Heritage Committee
Chair and President of the Columbia Board of Education.

Prayer: The Rev. David Ballenger, Log Providence Missionary

Baptist Church

Comments on behalf of the community: Barbara A.B. Hor-

rell, Horrell & Associates

Resolution presentations: Sen. Kurt Schaefer, 19th District:

Rep. Kip Kendrick, 45th District

Comments on behalf of the city of Columbia: Mayor Bob

McDavid

Ribbon cutting: Columbia Chamber of Commerce
Historic Marker Unveiling: Sehon Williams and Ed Tibbs
Reading of the Histeric Marker: Deacon Larry Monroe, Sec-

ond Missionary Baptist Church

Closing comments: James A. Whitt

zone for industry.

City government is participat-
ing in the committee in part to
deal with that legacy, said Toni
Messina, Civic Relations officer for
Columbia,

“That is my interpretation of it,
that it is a wound that had been
kind of festering for a long time,"
Messina said. “That, coupled with
really a loss of the sense of this
area, S0 we want to bring it back,
acknowledge what happened, and
go forward with a sense of renewal
and celebration.”

Telling Sharp End's story is not
about glossing over the conditions
blacks faced every day as they
tried to raise their families and
achieve a bit of the American
dream, said Larry Monroe, son of
café owner Vitilla Monroe. It is a
story of strength in spite of those
conditions, he said.

“Sharp End is a statement that
people are capable of commerce,
people are capable interacting,
people are capable of running
businesses other than services,”
Monroe said. “Sharp End was an

| identifying mark, it was somewhat
\of a heritage in a way. It was not

ithe lifeblood, but it was certainly a
|part of the lifeblood of this com-
munity.”

Blacks were among Boone
County’s earliest settlers, but few
are remembered as pioneers
because they came to Missouri as

slaves. One-fifth of Boone Coun-
ty's population was black when
the 1830 census recognized it as a
separate county for the first time.

For 100 years after slavery
ended, blacks had few opportuni-
ties except those they made for
themselves, Anthony Stanton said.
Many black business owners have
trouble finding financing for
expansion or competing for con-
tracts to propel their growth.

“Our history here is different,”
Stanton said. “And this is how when
I talk to others about those issues,
this is basically my argument; It is
not your responsibility. You are not
going to be up all night thinking
about how to build black business-
es, and I don’t expect you to.

“What I expect you to do is do
your part in helping us achieve
success, because it wasn't totally
our fault, and I am talking in gen-
eral, that the Sharp End is no lon-
ger our economic center. And then
we will do our part fixing our own
issues.”

The Rev. James Gray, who can
trace his family’s roots in Boone
County to slave times, said telling
the story of Sharp End will open
the door to the full history of the
black experience in Boone County.

“Not only is it good for the city
of Columbia, but also for a lot of
the students, the African-Ameri-
can students and young kids in
our school system,” Gray said.
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| can take care of
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with a team | know | can trust. Find
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- Greg Newby
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Jim Whitt

Executive Director of cPhase

Sports Assaciation, President

of Columbia Board of Educa-
tion. Member sincz 2009

Toni Messina

Civic Relations Officer
City of Columbia

Sehon Williams
Retired, U.S. Postal Service
World War Il Veteran of 92nd
"Buffale” Division

d LAY
Barbra A.B. Horrell
Consultant and Owner

Horrell & Associates consulting
firm

i, i Iy B
L]
Ed Tibbs
Son of Sharp End businessman
Edward "Dick" Tibbs
Entreprensur

icl(i Russell

Publisher, Columbia
Daily Tribune

-

Tyree Byndom
Byndom Stanton
& Associates "Griot”

JJ Musgrove

Director Columbia Office of
Cultural Affairs

Anthony Stanton

Byndom Stanton & Associates
Self-employed in construction

End Heritage Committee

Rev. James Gray
Member, Fun City Youth Acad-
emy Board of Directors
Formear manager, Boane

Tavern

Larry Monroe
Former baroer in Phillips &
Williams Barber Shop
Retired Columbia building
inspector

Not pictured:

Rev. David Ballenger, pastor
of Log Providence Missionary
Baptist Church

Mary Beth Brown, Cornmitiee
Historian

Rachel Baceon, planner, Colum-
bia Community Development
Department

Katie Essing, executive direc-
tor, Downtown Columbia Com-
munity Improvement District
Kenny Greene, jewelry design-
er and owner, Monarch Jewelry
Amy Schneider, director, Co-
lumbia Convention and Visitors
Bureau

Annelle Whitt, MAC Scholars
cocrdinator, Columbia Public
Schools



MU salutes Sharp End Heritage
Committee members for their important
contributions to the conservation of
Columbia’s vibrant history.
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Sharp End Heritage Committee members, front row, left to right: Ed Tibbs, Sehon Williams, Toni Messina,
Ken Greene, Amy Schneider and James Gray. Second row, left to right: Katie Essing, Barbra A. B. Horrell,
David Ballenger, Vicki Russell, Chairman James Whitt and Larry Monroe. Not pictured: Rachel Bacon,
Mary Beth Brown, Tyree Byndom, J.J. Musgrove, Anthony E. Stanton and Annelle Whitt

To share your memories of the Sharp End, please contact
Toni Messina at trmessin@gocolumbiamo.com.

More information about Mizzou's efforts to preserve black culture
and history: news.missouri.edu/2015/caretakers-of-culture
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“Preserving and promoting
our community’s African-
American legacy enriches
us all and brightens both
our future and that of our
children.”

— R. Bowen Loftin, MU Chancellor

"It is critical that this
history be preserved.
Only through an
understanding of the hard
lessons of our past can
we make better decisions
for our collective future.”
— Mike Middleton,

MU Deputy Chancellor

"As a native Columbian, |
applaud efforts to foster
and commemorate the
rich diversity of the Sharp
End era for the Columbia
community.”

— Barbra A. B. Horrell,
MU retiree and alumna

“It has been an honor

to work on a project

that enables the entire
community to tell the
story of Sharp End and
ensure that it stays alive
through memories.”

— Mary Beth Brown, MU staff
member and graduate student

“My dad was a business
owner during the Sharp
End era. Today, I'm proud
to keep his legacy alive
through this project and
by still owning property
in the area.”

— Ed Tibbs, MU retiree

niversity of Missouri




